The Believer’s Crowns

2Tim. 2:1-5.  (Pray)  V.5.

There was a message by Elder Dan Phillips of Bristol, TN back in 1977 on Christian Rewards.  Looking at the notes I took on that message, I noticed several similar points in a sermon I first preached in June of 1983.  The Bible is clear that true believers have rewards to look forward to in the here after. (Lk 6:22-23, 1Cor 3:6-9, 13-15, 2Jn 8, and Rev 22:12.)  Rewards are often spoken of as crowns.  Today let us think about “The Believer’s Crowns” and I want to encourage you to “strive lawfully” according to our text and to train properly and to run your race according to all the rules and regulations given for it.  That is what winners do.  There are SIX crowns mentioned in the Bible for believers.

I. THE INCORRUPTIBLE CROWN.

1. For dedication and faithfulness.

2. 1Cor 9:24-27.

II. THE GOLDEN CROWN.

1. May be the same as the incorruptible crown.

2. Rev 4:4.

III. THE CROWN OF REJOICING.

1. For soul winning.  Will you get this one?  If so, how many stars will be in it?

2. Phil 4:1, 1Thess 2:19-20.

IV. THE CROWN OF RIGHTEOUSNESS.

1. For all who LOVE His appearing.  (Pre-trib rapture)

2. 2Tim 4:7-8.

V. THE CROWN OF GLORY.

1. The Pastor’s crown.  

2. 1Pet 5:1-4, Matt 10:41-42.

VI. THE CROWN OF LIFE.

1. The martyr’s crown.  Do you love the Lord enough to die for Him?  Not if you do not love Him enough to LIVE for Him.  

2. Rev 2:10, James 1:12.

Conclusion:  One last scripture to think about.  Rev 3:11.  If you are saved, you ought to desire at least one crown to place at the feet of Jesus.  God has given all His people enough grace for receiving crowns.  Hold fast to that which you have received.  Do not be robbed of your reward.  

If you are unsaved, the question is not one of rewards or crowns but heaven or hell.  Every unsaved soul will suffer just and proper punishment for sin in the eternal lake of fire.  Please!  Do not go out into eternity without Christ.  Please!  Do not finish this day without Christ as your personal savior.  Turn to Him now in repentance and faith.  Christ did what He did on the cross of Calvary so that sinners like you might be saved.  Look to Him now and rely on His finished work for your soul’s salvation.  AMEN.  6-83, 10-85, 12-88, 1-96, 6-05, 12-14.
