The Atonement Part 2.
1Tim.4:10.  Pray.

Last time we studied the Atonement of Christ and how it was substitutionary in design, just and merciful in effect, redeeming in nature, infinite in power and particular in application.  While considering the extent of the blood atonement, we saw how it was unlimited in it’s power but the blood was shed with a limited application in mind.  In other words, the salvation purchased by Christ on the cross was not a universal salvation for all men without exception.  But wait – what about scriptures that seem to say He is the Saviour of the world?  Let us consider a few of these in three points.

THE ATONEMENT IS FOR ALL MEN.

1. 1Tim.4:10.  The gospel is for all men without distinction while being special to the elect who believe it.  The word for savior used here is also translated preserver in other places. Even the non-elect that are not in hell yet are in debt to God’s grace at this moment.  
2. Titus 2:11.  Salvation is not now primarily for the Jews only.  

3. 1Tim.2:4.  God makes no distinction as to class or rank.  His elect mingle among all classes of men.  Dan.4:35, Matt.11:25-26, Mk.4:11-12.
4. Jn.12:32.  It is not all without exception but all without distinction.  Any may come, Jew or Gentile, bond or free, rich or poor, sharp or dull, pretty or not.  
5. 1Cor.15:22.  The resurrection is the subject here not redemption.  Jn.5:26-29. 

6. Rom.5:18.  The context (v.12-29) teaches condemnation comes through Adam and justification through Christ. All are in Adam but not all are in Christ.  The all men justified in v.18 are the many in Christ v.15&19.  
7. Heb.2:9.  The context (v.9-17) shows who the everyman of this verse is.  V.10. many sons. V.11 sanctified. V.12. my brethren. V.13. children. V.16. seed of Abraham. V.17. his brethren & people. 
THE ATONEMENT IS FOR THE WORLD.

1. 1Jn.2:2.  A beautiful verse on the infinite scope of Christ’s death but it does not teach a universal application of it.  The word world here is often used in a limited sense; such as the lost only 1Jn.5:19, the believers only Jn.3:16, the pre-flood people only 1Pet.2:5, and Gentiles only Rom.11:12. 

2. John was an Apostle to the Jews.  The Jews called the Gentiles the world.  This is teaching that salvation is for Jews and Gentiles alike.  This is a constant theme in the New Testament.
THE ATONEMENT IS FOR WHOSOEVER WILL COME.

1. Rev.22:17.  This is often misquoted to suggest a universal salvation.  We believe this verse but deny universal salvation.  Sovereign grace teaches a regeneration that fixes the will (or want to) of alienated rebels.  Ps.110:3, Ps.65:4, Jn.1:12-13, Jn.5:40, Jn.6:37, 44, & 63-65. It is all of God’s grace.  
2. 2Pet.3:9.  This is another often misused verse.  The words any and all in this verse are the “usward.”  Who is that?  That is a good question. Where do you think we should look to find the answer?    Well, how about in the context?  
According to the context, it is the beloved with pure minds v.1, the ye in all holy conversation and godliness v.11, the we who look for new heavens v.13, the ye who are without spot v.14, and the ye who are growing in grace v.17-18. It is certainly not every individual without exception.  
CONCLUSION:   When it comes to the doctrine of the atonement of Christ, there are only two basic views.  One is the General Atonement, which says Christ died for all men without exception but His atonement only works for some of them.  The other view is the Limited Atonement, which says Christ died only for His people, the sheep, the ones the Father gave to Him in elective love before the foundation of the world and His atonement always works for every single one of them.  The first has unlimited application but only limited power.  The second has unlimited power for all to whom it is applied.  We believe the scripture teaches the second view here at The Lord’s Baptist Church and that is what we preach.  2Pet.1:10.  AMEN.  7-83, 3-87, 6-88 Ontario, 6-95, 3-13.  
