The 5 C’s of Grace

Eph 2:8
For by grace are ye saved through faith; and that not of yourselves: it is the gift of God: 

Our text is one of the most well known verses in the New Testament.  It tells us many things but the main thing we want to consider today is the fact that we are saved by grace.  Now, when we say that, we do not mean what a lot of other folks mean.  Grace is not a thing that we get through the sacraments of religion.  Grace is not a thing that we claim for ourselves by our so-called free will.  Grace is not a thing that we can get for ourselves in any way by doing anything men might traditionally do in the practice of religion.  Why - because, those are all works and as the very next verse after our text says, it is “not of works lest any man should boast.”  So, to better understand this, let us look at five things about grace for a few moments.  One of my Bible College Professors, Dr. Ronnie Wolfe, printed an article in the July 2010 issue of “The Anabaptist” and I want to borrow the title and his five points while we consider “The 5 C’s of Grace.”  
I.
THE CONDITION OF MAN.
1.  
When we talk about the condition of man, we are dealing with something that is not encouraging in the least way.  According to the Bible, man in his natural born condition is spiritually bankrupt and totally dead in trespasses and sin.


2.  Isa.1:4-6, Ps.51:5, 58:3, Jer.17:9, Jn.3:19, 6:44, Rom.7:18, 8:8, Eph.2:1, 12, Col.2:13. 
II.
THE CHOOSING OF MAN.

1.  
When we talk about the choosing of man, we are dealing with God’s sovereign elective grace.  The only way in God’s universe for a spiritually dead sinner to be saved is for God to do for us what we cannot do for ourselves.  That is grace and that is what God did in His eternal purpose when He unconditionally chose a people for Himself in Christ from before the foundation of the world.
2.  Matt.22:14, Eph.1:4-5, 2Thess.2:13, 2Tim.1:9, Acts 13:48, Rom.11:5-7, 9:18&21, Jn. 1:12-13, 10:26-27, 15:16.  
III.
THE CROSS FOR MAN.

1.  When we talk about the cross for man, we are dealing with the atonement paid by Christ for those that the Father gave to Him.  
2.  Heb.12:2, 1Cor.1:18, Matt.1:21, 20:28, Jn.6:37, 10:15, Rom.5:1-2, 6-11, Eph.5:25, 2Tim.2:10, Heb.9:11-14, 22-28.  
IV.
THE CONVICTION OF MAN.

1.  When we talk about the conviction of man, we are dealing with the work of the Holy Spirit in salvation.
2.  Ps.110:3, Eph.1:18-19, 3:7, 2Thess.2:13-14, Heb.9:15, Rom.1:6, 8:29-30, Acts 2:39, Gal.1:15, Eph.4:4, 1Thess.5:18-24.  
V.
THE CARETAKING OF MAN.

1.  When we talk about the caretaking of man, we are dealing with God’s preserving grace upon our perseverance in the faith.
2.  Jn.3:14-18, 5:24, 6:37-40, 44, 47, 10:27-28, 17:1-3, Heb.5:9, 6:13-18, 9:12, 10:14. 
CONCLUSION:  


There are many other verses of scripture for each one of the five points in this message but for now let us simple say that Salvation from sin is truly by the grace of God.  We cannot save ourselves but praise God - HE has freely given His free gift of salvation and it is ONLY found in His eternal Son, the Lord Jesus Christ.  Christ paid the ultimate price that was needed to purchase our redemption on the cross of Calvary.  I pray that the Holy Spirit might take this message home to you heart.  AMEN.  7-10.  

