Thanksgiving in America 2013
Ps.107:1-9.    Pray

What has happened to Thanksgiving in America?  Have you noticed how the stores all simply trade the pumpkins and witches for Christmas trees and Santa Claus?  We seem to go straight from orange and black, to red and green for Christmas.  I LOVE Thanksgiving.  I think it is one of the most biblical holidays we have, but it has become little more than a speed bump between Halloween and Christmas.  Most people seem to think more about football or shopping discounts than giving thanks to God for His providential care in our lives.  This is not the way it was meant to be.  It would be better if all means of commerce and financial gain closed for the day and we all pondered the goodness of God and praised Him for His grace.  

The early founders of our land celebrated Days of Thanksgiving in many different places but the most well know are the Pilgrims of the Mayflower Compact, in 1621.  Read the Mayflower Compact.  The Thanksgiving tradition spread to all the other colonies but it was not a National Holiday until President Lincoln declared it so in 1863.  Read his quote.  Let us consider four reasons for thanksgiving that the Pilgrims had and remember that we have the same reasons today.

Thankful for the Providence of God.  Gen.22:8. …God will provide…
1. God Sent the Indian “Squanto” to help the Pilgrims.  He was the right man at the right time with the right skills.   
2. God has taken care of us in special ways even in our ignorance and inabilities. Heb.13:5.  1Cor.9:9-10.  God will take care of you.
Thankful for an abundant harvest.  Isa.9:3. Thou hast multiplied the nation…
1. God gave enough blessings in 1621 to enable the Pilgrims to share with the Indians and give God all the praise and all the glory.

2. God gives us what we need too and we should thank Him as they did.  1Chron.16:7-9.  Give God glory for the things He has done.
Thankful for provisions in natural catastrophes. Ps.78:41-53.  God cares for us.
1. God blessed the Pilgrims with enough rain after a long drought to restore their withered crops in 1663.  
2. God blesses us even as He permits hurricanes, tornadoes, floods, fires and other natural and even man made catastrophes.  Lk.6:47-49.  We need the Lord if we are to endure.  We must have Christ as our foundation.
Thankful for the right of public religious expression and religious freedom. 1Chron.16:29-31.  We must be faithful to exalt the LORD.
1. God brought the Pilgrims to America to preserve religious freedom.
2. God will preserve our religious freedom too if we really want it.  Rom.11:5.  Ezra 9:8. Esek.6:8-10.  God has some leftovers that know He is God.
Conclusion:  Our religious freedom is under heavy attack today in 2013.  Non-Christian people have gotten into political power.  They occupy some of the most powerful positions in our government.  Leftist Political activist judges are legislating from the bench and our elected legislators sit by and do nothing to defend our individual rights of public religious expression.  Atheists, Muslims and perverts seem to have more say-so in our land today than those with the traditional Judeo/Christian Faith of our American heritage.  Let us resolve today to take a stand.  Let us do what we can to bring true religious freedom back to the land.  AMEN.  
Mayflower Compact
In the name of God, Amen. We, whose names are underwritten, the loyal subjects of our dread 
Sovereign Lord King James, by the Grace of God, of Great Britain, France, and Ireland, King, defender of the Faith, etc.  

Having undertaken, for the Glory of God, and advancements of the Christian faith and honor of our King and Country, a voyage to plant the first colony in the Northern parts of Virginia, do by these presents, solemnly and mutually, in the presence of God, and one another, covenant and combine ourselves together into a civil body politic; for our better ordering, and preservation and furtherance of the ends aforesaid; and by virtue hereof to enact, constitute, and frame, such just and equal laws, ordinances, acts, constitutions, and offices, from time to time, as shall be thought most meet and convenient for the general good of the colony; unto which we promise all due submission and obedience.

In witness whereof we have hereunto subscribed our names at Cape Cod the 11th of November, in the year of the reign of our Sovereign Lord King James, of England, France, and Ireland, the eighteenth, and of Scotland the fifty-fourth, 1620.   Signers – 41. 

Proclamation of Thanksgiving by President Lincoln 
October 3, 1863,

The year that is drawing towards its close, has been filled with the blessings of fruitful fields and healthful skies. To these bounties, which are so constantly enjoyed that we are prone to forget the source from which they come, others have been added, which are of so extraordinary a nature, that they cannot fail to penetrate and soften even the heart which is habitually insensible to the ever watchful providence of Almighty God. In the midst of a civil war of unequaled magnitude and severity, which has sometimes seemed to foreign States to invite and to provoke their aggression, peace has been preserved with all nations, order has been maintained, the laws have been respected and obeyed, and harmony has prevailed everywhere except in the theatre of military conflict; while that theatre has been greatly contracted by the advancing armies and navies of the Union. Needful diversions of wealth and of strength from the fields of peaceful industry to the national defence, have not arrested the plough, the shuttle or the ship; the axe has enlarged the borders of our settlements, and the mines, as well of iron and coal as of the precious metals, have yielded even more abundantly than heretofore. Population has steadily increased, notwithstanding the waste that has been made in the camp, the siege and the battle-field; and the country, rejoicing in the consiousness of augmented strength and vigor, is permitted to expect continuance of years with large increase of freedom. No human counsel hath devised nor hath any mortal hand worked out these great things. They are the gracious gifts of the Most High God, who, while dealing with us in anger for our sins, hath nevertheless remembered mercy. It has seemed to me fit and proper that they should be solemnly, reverently and gratefully acknowledged as with one heart and one voice by the whole American People. I do therefore invite my fellow citizens in every part of the United States, and also those who are at sea and those who are sojourning in foreign lands, to set apart and observe the last Thursday of November next, as a day of Thanksgiving and Praise to our beneficent Father who dwelleth in the Heavens. And I recommend to them that while offering up the ascriptions justly due to Him for such singular deliverances and blessings, they do also, with humble penitence for our national perverseness and disobedience, commend to His tender care all those who have become widows, orphans, mourners or sufferers in the lamentable civil strife in which we are unavoidably engaged, and fervently implore the interposition of the Almighty Hand to heal the wounds of the nation and to restore it as soon as may be consistent with the Divine purposes to the full enjoyment of peace, harmony, tranquillity and Union.   

