Sanctification
1Thess.4:1-7.    Pray. 

Sanctification is a Bible term like justification.  Last time we studied five things about justification.  We saw its Meaning is “No Condemnation.”  Its Motive is “God’s sovereign grace.”  Its Medium is “Christ alone.”  Its Means is “Faith.” and its Magnitude is “Eternal.”    Let us use the same outline for our study of Sanctification.  

The Meaning of Sanctification. 
1. The Basic meaning: To set apart or separate. Ex.13:2, Lev.27:14, Joel 1:14.
2. The Biblical meaning: To be Holy.  Gen.2:3, Ex.29:43-44. There are two  ways to look at the doctrine of sanctification to holiness. 
A. Primary Sanctification to Holiness. God’s view, (inward) like justification. Jude 1, Heb.10:14, and 1Cor.6:11.

B. Practical Sanctification to Holiness: Man’s view. (outward) This deals with human responsibility and Godly living in daily life.  Ex.28:40-42, Ex.30:25-29, Lev.20:6-8, Jn.17:15-17, Acts 20:32. 
The Motive of Sanctification.


1. The Motive for Sanctification is The Grace of God in regeneration.  Only those who are justified can be sanctified unto holiness (Primarily & Practically).  1Pet.1:2, 2Thess.2:13-17, and in our text 1Thess.4:3.  
The Medium of Sanctification.

1. The Medium of Sanctification is the word of God as it is effectually applied by the power of the Holy Spirit.  
A. In Primary Sanctification, we see the Living Word (Christ) applied to the heart of His sheep.  Heb.10:9-14, 13:12, & 1Cor.1:2.  

B. In Practical Sanctification, we see the written word applied to the life of believers.  Jn.17:17-19, Eph.5:25-26, and in our text 1Thess. 4:2-4. 
The Means of Sanctification.

1. The Means of Sanctification is Faith and Perseverance.  
A. Primary Sanctification comes by Faith.  Acts 26:15-18. 

B. Practical Sanctification comes by Perseverance. 2Tim.2:19-21.  
The Magnitude of Sanctification.  
1. The extent of our Sanctification depends on which aspect of it is under discussion.  Notice both Primary and Practical Sanctification.
A. Primary Sanctification:  Our God given Faith in the inner man makes us completely holy (like justification).  Rom.1:16-17, 7:22. The sanctified inner man will not let the believer continue in sin. 1Jn.3:9.
B. Practical Sanctification:  Our outward man never reaches complete holiness because our flesh is not eradicated in the new birth.  Although our spirit is willing to do right, our flesh is weak.  However, the Bible teaches a progressive growth in holiness for believers. 1Jn.1:8-10. 
Conclusion:  We see that the Doctrine of Sanctification, like that of Justification, is a fascinating subject.  God looks at it from an inward point of view and we only see it from an outward point of view.  It means to be set apart especially regarding holiness.  The motive for it is always the grace of God.  The medium through which it comes is the living Word of God and the written word of God.  The means, by which it is apprehended, is primarily faith and practically perseverance. The magnitude of it is complete and absolute inwardly but outwardly, we continue to grow in grace.  Primary Sanctification produces Practical Sanctification and Practical Sanctification gives assurance of Primary Sanctification.  How can you know if you are sanctified?  1Jn.1:3-7.  
AMEN.  8-78, 12-84, 5-89, 12-98, 6-14.  
