Rendering Honor
Romans 13:7.  (Pray)

On this 10th anniversary of the terrorist attack on America in 2001, there will be ceremonies in various different places.  Unless you are very young, you will remember that day vividly.  It is like those of my generation who remember the day JFK was assassinated and my parent’s generation who remember Pearl Harbor.  When most people were fleeing the scene on 911, the heroes were running toward the tragedy.   I for one have no problem with giving honor to the heroes of our emergency first responders.  They say the Mayor of NY didn’t have room for the heroes at the ceremony at ground zero but you can be sure that if there is another terrorist incident at the event today, the heroes will show up whether they are invited or not.  I want to concentrate on the last part of our text today.  Putting aside other things like tribute and custom, let us think about rendering honor.  We should know how to render honor.  Notice four things to honor. 
Render Honor to our Flag.

1.  It stands for the Republic that was formed under God according to 
constitutional law.  Don’t be ashamed of the banner and symbol of America.  .


2.  It stands for one nation that stands out among all others as Christian in nature.


3.  It stands for a unity that we all felt on 912.  It is good to have unity in our  
homes, our churches and our nation.  Eph.4:1-6.

4.  It stands for liberty and justice for all valid citizens as an example to others.  


5.  It stands for Christian character traits.  1Cor.12:22-27. Rom.12:9-18.
Render Honor to our Founders.


1.  They were openly Christian in their conversation. A quote from General 
George Washington to the Colonial Army:  “Every officer and man should live, 
and act as becomes a 
CHRISTIAN SOLDIER defending the dearest rights and 
liberties of his country.” 




Read also the Mayflower Compact drafted by William Bradford and 


signed by 40 other openly Christian men in 1620.

2.  They were conscious of having a Biblical foundation for their tenants.
According to a University of Houston study, researchers Jim Allison and Tom 
Peters, looking at the most frequently quoted authors of early American 
history, concluded that 94% of their thoughts and ideas came from the Bible.  
34% of the quotes from founding fathers are directly from the Bible and 60% are 
clearly influenced by sermons and authors that were influenced by the “Black 
Robe Regiment”, which is what the Clergy were called during the days of the 
Revolutionary War.

3.  They were a people of prayer and fasting.  Colonial settlers, in Connecticut,
proclaimed, BY LEGAL AUTHORITY, a day for Fasting and Prayer.  In 1668, 
Virginia passed an ordinance saying the 27th of August was appointed a Day of 
Humiliation, Fasting and Prayer.  There are many other examples of this.  One 
notable Day of Prayer was in 1746 when a 
French Admiral sailed for New 
England with the most powerful fleet at the time.  He intended to destroy 
everything from Boston to New York and all the way down to Georgia.  The 
Massachusetts Governor proclaimed a Day of Prayer and Fasting on October 16th.  
In Boston’s old South Meeting House, Pastor Thomas Prince prayed, “Send thy 
tempest Lord upon the water…scatter the ships of our tormentors.”  Historian 
Catherine Drinker Bowen wrote that as he finished praying, the sky darkened, 
winds shrieked and church bells rang “a wild uneven sound…though no man was 
in the steeple.”  A hurricane subsequently sank and scattered the entire French 
fleet.  Yes, Prayer and Fasting worked for our founding fathers.
Render Honor to our Fighting men and women in uniform.


1.  Those in harms way on foreign battle fields.  Matt.8:8-10. 

2.  Those in harms way with wind, floods, fire, and other disasters. We should 
honor our Firemen, EMT’s & ER Drs., Nurses, and medical staff. Rom.13:7.

3.  Those in harms way with homicidal maniacs in society. Policemen.  
Rom.13:3-4.
Render Honor to our Father in Heaven.  


1.  Remember the model prayer.  Matt.6:9-13.  


2.  Remember the Great Commandment.  Matt.22:36-40.  

Conclusion:  It is possible to have a certain National Pride and not be right with God but it is not possible to be right with God and not have a heart for a country that puts the things of God first. In order to honor God you need to first of all confess your sins and repent of them turning in faith to Christ and relying on HIM to be your all sufficient Saviour.  He is the only way of salvation.  Look to Him now and be saved  That is more important than any thing else in this world.  AMEN.  
