Pure Religion
James 1:26-27.  (Pray)

Let us think on the subject of Religion for a few moments.  In order to be clear, we must clarify the term.  Generally speaking as a born again believer, we do not consider what we have as a religious system that we practice for salvation but rather we have a God given spiritual faith that has changed us from the inside out.  The term religion as it is used in our text however is a good term.  Pure religion is not a thing that men do with outward deeds before men to claim for themselves some sort of righteousness.  Pure religion is doing the right thing in the sight of God because of the right heart attitude that was placed within us by His grace.  The New Testament reveals the precious truth that although WHAT we do is important, WHY we do it is that about which God is concerned.  It is the motive that matters with God.  Pure religion is not a self-centered thing.  Consider seven things about spiritually motivated pure religion.

Pure religion is concerned about the glory of God. 1Cor.10:31.


No matter what we do, it should be for God’s glory.  We can easily see how this is 
true in the local church ministry but think about everything else in your everyday 
life.  He is worthy.  Doing what you do for Him eliminates selfish motives.  

Pure religion is concerned about the Shepherd’s sheep.  Jn.4:35. 


Christ came to seek and to save the lost.  A passion for souls will take us farther 
in God pleasing service than a mechanical obedience to a man-made obligation to 
do evangelical chores at a certain time and place.  It is not about racking up some 
notches on your “soul-winner’s gun belt.”  It is about being in tune with the Lord. 

Pure religion is concerned about the right relationship with Christ.  Eph.1:6. 


It is not about doing things in order to be accepted by God.  There are times when 
the believer must learn how to live for God out of the simple joy of knowing that 
He has already made us accepted in Christ.  It’s “because of” not “in order to.”
Pure religion is concerned about “Thus saith the Lord.”  Rom.15:4. 


Good Bible preaching is a spiritual motivator.  It is scripture that gives us hope 
when everything else looks hopeless.  Human rules and regulations will not do 
when it comes to living a happy life of true Christian service.  It must be biblical. 

Pure religion is concerned about the love of Christ.  2Cor.5:14.


This is the heart of it all.  True service to God is that which is motivated by the 
love of Christ.  1Cor.13:1-3.  If you ever find your self needing motivation for 
Christian service, go to the gospels and prayerfully read about Christ’s sacrifice 
on the cross of Calvary.  

Pure religion is concerned about God’s calling.  Eph.4:1-3. 

It is not about you.  It is about doing what God would have you do.  We all have 
different talents, aptitudes and passions.  God has a purpose in saving every single 
one of His sheep.  Many ministries have failed because the minister was not sure 
of his calling.

Pure religion is concerned about the House of the Lord.  Acts 20:28. 


The work of God is always decent and in order.  1Cor.14:40.  Renegade freelance 
work is not pure religion.   Christ gave the commission to His congregation and 
she is the pillar and ground of the truth in this age.  That is where we do His will.  

Conclusion:  You cannot serve God with pure religion unless your are saved by His grace.  Repent and believe the gospel now.  Confess Christ and follow Him the N.T. way. 
