Prerequisites for True Worship

Hebrews 10:19-25.  Pray.

Looking back over some notes taken at a Bible Conference in May of 1992, I found another sermon by a preacher friend that is still very appropriate for today.  Back then, people had a very lackadaisical attitude about worshiping the Lord.  If it was like that over 20 years ago, I must tell you that it is even worse today.  I want to glean some blessings from the notes I took on a message by Elder Jim Turner about what I entitle “Prerequisites for True Worship.”   We sing the old hymn “Brethren we have met to worship and adore the Lord our God.”  I hope and pray that we have the heart attitude of that old song.  Let us be reminded today that if we are to have God’s blessing on our worship, we must worship Him according to the teachings of His inspired word.  Let us consider three main points in the message.  
We must worship God in Christ alone.  Heb.10:19-21. 
1. It is the blood of Christ that brings us to God.  Eph.2:13, 1Pet.1:18-19.
2. It is the new & living way of Christ that brings us to God. 2Cor.5:17, Jn.14:6.
3. It is the high priestly work of Christ that brings us to God. Heb.9:11-14. 
We must worship God by faith.  Heb.10:22-23.
1. It is a faith of a true heart. Ezk.36:26, Matt.5:8, Acts 16:14, 1Pet.1:22. 
2. It is a faith of full assurance.  1Thess.1:5, 2Tim.1:11-12. 
3. It is a faith without wavering.  James 1:6, Eph.4:14.  
We must worship God in faithful Christian love.  Heb.10:24-25.  

1. It is a love that provokes good works. Eph.2:8-10.  
2. It is a love that does not forsake God’s house. Eph.3:21.

3. It is a love that encourages and exhorts.  Matt.14:27, Rom.12:21, 1Cor.15:58.
4. It is a love that looks for the soon return of Christ. Lk.12:40, 2Thess.2:1-2. Rev.22:20, 1Cor.15:51-52. 1Thess.4:16-18, Jn.14”1-3, and to clarify that there is a difference between the trouble & tribulation believers have in this world and the tribulation that God will recompense to unbelievers in Daniel’s 70th week & the time of Jacob’s trouble, see 2Thess.1:4-8.  Do not confuse the tribulations of verse 4 with the tribulation of verse 6.  They are two different things.  Verse four is over and done when verse six is happening and according to verse 7, the churches of God in v.4 will be resting from trouble when Jesus shall be revealed from heaven taking vengeance on them that know not God.  
Conclusion:  The ungodly often scoff at believers and even in the religious world, there are those that always want to do things their way and scorn those that stay in the old path and will not remove the ancient landmarks.  We are the ones that love the old landmarks.  We desire to worship the Lord in the beauty of holiness.  We cannot compromise on the one way of salvation in Christ or the N.T. way of service in Christ’s true local congregation.  We are saved and we serve by the sovereign grace of God and we earnestly look to the Eastern sky in the blessed hope of hearing our Saviour say at any moment, “Come up hither.”  AMEN.  
