Pre-Pentecost Procedures in the Lord’s Congregation
Acts 1:12-26.  (Pray)

Sometimes there are some lively discussions within Christendom about the origin of The Lord’s Congregation, or His Church as it is most often called.  There are different ideas about this but the most popular position is that it started on the Day of Pentecost.  Generally, those that take this position embrace what is called the Universal Church.  We believe that the Lord’s Congregation is a local visible assembly of scripturally baptized believers that was fitly framed for the purpose of doing the great commission.  Rather than getting into a study of the nature of the New Testament Ecclesia, we want to by-pass that topic and show how that our text proves that The Lord’s congregation was already in existence on the Day of Pentecost. To keep it brief we will look at only three points.
I. 
The Pre-Pentecost Disciples.  Acts 1:12-14.

1.  The THEY of verse 12 are those that Jesus already assembled during His 
earthly ministry and instructed them prior to His ascension to wait for the 
dynamite power of the Holy Spirit for doing the work He called them to do.


Acts 1:8-9. So, they were not formed on Pentecost but they were empowered and 
authenticated once and for all on that day.

2.  The LIST of the eleven in verse 13 was not a new thing on Pentecost.  They 
had been with 
Jesus through out His ministry for more that three years.  


3.  The WOMEN of verse 14 if you will notice “continued” (not started) in one 
accord with the Apostles, Christ’s mother and His brethren on that day.


4.  The THESE MEN of verses 21-22 had been together since the days of John the 
Baptist.  Note:  The “us” signifies that Luke was numbered among them too.  

II.   
The Pre-Pentecost Dedication.  Acts 1:15-20.  

1.  After about three and a half years, the membership roll of the Lord’s 
congregation was about 120 members according to verse 15.  

2.  They were in the habit of gathering together and met that day in an upper room 
(Mk.14:15) according to verse 13 (a local visible assembly) and they already had 
a ministry according to verse 17.


3.  The prayer they had that day was not a new thing.  They “Continued” to do 
what they had already been doing in the past (again, Acts 1:14).  

4.  They endeavored to stay true to the scriptures in what they did according to the 
Judas story in verses 16-20.  This was all prior to the outpouring of the Holy 
Spirit that day.

III  
The Pre-Pentecost Democracy.  Acts 1:21-26.  

1.  Peter took the lead (v.15) but did not dictate and he led them to replace the 
vacant position among the Apostles in an orderly and decent business meeting.  


A. They selected two scripturally qualified men to consider. V.21-23.



B. They prayed for Divine guidance. V.24.



C. They understood that the vacancy was not due to the death of Judas but 


because of his sin of betraying the Lord.  V.25.


D. The voted.  V.26. This is a Baptist congregational business meeting and 

 you will notice how it took place before the Pentecostal experience.  

Conclusion:  The scriptures clearly show the Lord’s congregation was well established before Pentecost but more importantly, we see that the members were born again believers that had biblical baptism.  How is it with you?  First, are you truly saved?  Only AFTER that question is settled according to God’s word are you able to consider the question of biblical baptism and proper service for the Lord in one of His congregations.  6-94,8-28.
