Prayer Part 2.
Fundamentals of Prayer

Matt.6:5-15.  (Pray) v.6.
Last time we were looking at seven facts about prayer.  God hears prayer.  God’s attributes inspire prayer.  God commands prayer.  God refutes unbelievers with answered prayer.  God gives power to believers through prayer.  God saves whosoever shall call upon Him, and God does miracles to answer prayer.  The basic definition of prayer is communication from man to God.  The Apostles asked Jesus to teach them to pray.  He gave them the model prayer.  There is much more in the Bible about how to pray.    Usually, private prayer is more effectual because it is not spoken to impress men.  Let us consider seven fundamentals of prayer.
1.  True Prayer has one Essential Element. 


A.  It is edifying, earnest, educational and effectual, but a sermon can also be all 
of that.  


B.  What makes prayer different is that it is actually asking something of God.
2.  True Prayer is answered by God.


A.  Praise is good and we should praise God but it does not require an answer.

B.  Adoration is good but again no answer is required.


C.  Meditation is good but it is not called prayer in scripture. Nothing to answer.


D.  Humiliation is also good but the Bible urges humility AND Prayer. They are 
two different things.  2Chron.7:14.

E.  Confession also is very important but the Bible again makes a distinction 
between Prayer and Confession.  Dan.9:4.  

3.  True Prayer is asking of God as in the Model Prayer.  Matt.6:9-13.

A.  Let us ask for a family relationship.  Our Father.

B.  Let us ask for Christ’s return.  Thy Kingdom come.


C.  Let us ask for our daily requirements.  Give us this day…


D.  Let us ask for help to be forgiving.  …forgive us our debts as we forgive…


E.  Let us ask for His leadership.  …not into temptation…


F.  Let us ask for victory over evil.  …deliver us from evil. 

4.  True Prayer is exemplified in the Bible.


A.  Matt.14:30, Mk.10:51, Lk.23:42, Jn.17:5.  
5.  True Prayer is asking with a pure and sincere heart.


A.  Ps.37:4, Matt.7:7-11, Jn.16:23-24, James 4:2-3, 1Jn.3:22.  
6.  True Prayer is asking in accord with God’s will. 


A.  Matt.6:33, Jn.15:7, Rom.8:26-27, 1Jn.1:9.  
7.  True Prayer is answered with material and spiritual blessings from God.  


A.  Jn.14:13-14.  
Conclusion:  God is so good to us.  Certainly He is worthy of all the precious divine and Christian characteristics that we can give Him but when it comes to prayer, it is a lot less complicated than most people think.  When you get right down to it, prayer is simply asking something from God.  What is it that you need today?  Pray!  Pray! Pray! Amen.  
