Practical Christian Living
Titus 2:11-14.  (Pray)

It is fairly common knowledge that we believe in salvation by the sovereign grace of God through faith in Christ alone and immersion of believers, only by the authority of Christ in one of His true N.T. local congregations.  We take the great commission in Matt.28 as given strictly to our kind of congregations.  This is a Landmark that we refuse to move.  As much as we love the doctrine of God’s sovereignty and the Landmark truth on the N.T. congregation we constantly feel the need to preach on practical Christian Living.  The message today has two main points:  First, from the negative point of view; Denying Ungodliness; Second, from the positive point of view, Teaching Godliness.
I.
DENYING UNGODLINESS.


1.  Grace teaches us to deny ungodliness and worldly lusts. Tit.2:12.


2.  What is ungodliness?



A. It is more than just wicked and immoral acts or thoughts.



B. It is described as not having regard for God, a heart problem.



C.  Gen.6:5, Dt.5:29, Ps.14:1, Jer.17:9, Ezek.36:26-28, Matt.5:8.

3. The first ungodly act is in Gen.3:1-7.



A. Beware of Satan’s three prong attack. 

(1) Raise doubt. Did God say that? V.1.

(2) Deny God’s word. Ye shall not die… V.4.
(3) Alternative other than Bible.  It will make you wise. V.6.
B. Remember – Adam’s spirit of independence from God, by natural heredity, has passed on from generation to generation.  Therefore I exhort you to DENY the tendency to leave God out of things in your life.  Even a good thing can be ungodly if it is only for SELF and if God is not in it.

II.
TEACHING GODLINESS.  

1. Godliness is conforming to the laws of God not out of self effort but being mindful of Him in all things because of His grace. 

A. 1Thess.5:24, Heb.10:23. Phil.4:19.
2. Godliness is the life of FAITH and total dependence on God.  It is denying self-will, self-confidence, self-effort and learning more about God.

A. Abraham is a good example. Rom.4:18-21.

B. Be a yielded instrument.  Rom.6:13.

C. Prayer acknowledges God.  Eph.6:18.

D. Thanksgiving expresses dependence on God. Eph.5:20. 

Conclusion:  True Godliness is a total dependence on God and a desire to do His will by His grace.  Some say that Christian Liberty permits participation in worldly things.  That is not liberty.  That is license.  True liberty is deliverance from the bondage of sin. Rom.8:2-4.  If you would be free, look to Jesus.  AMEN.  9-86, 2-11.  
