Marks of a Heavenly Authorized N.T. Gathering.

Acts 1:4-22.  (Pray)

There are several things in our text that are worthy of consideration.  This passage shows how Christ ministered to the Apostles after His Death, Burial and Resurrection.  These are spiritual things that cannot be seen by the natural man.  1Cor.2:14 The Apostles were the core of what Jesus called His congregation in Matt.16:18.  The Lord’s Congregation is an institution that is unique to all other institutions on this earth. I want us to appreciate that for a few moments today and consider the “Marks of a Heavenly Authorized N.T. Gathering.”   Christ commissioned His Congregation in Matt.28:16-20.  He promised to be with that institution until His return.  As modern day believers gather today, we should strive to gather as a heavenly authorized N.T. congregation.  To keep it as simple as possible and to stay within the time limits, let us consider three points.

THE MARK OF THE PEOPLE OF THE GATHERING.

1. The People were the Apostles. Acts 1:12-13. 

2. The People were about 120 disciples including the women, Christ’s mother and His four brothers.  Acts 1:14-15, Matt.13:55. 
3. The People were certain Baptist men that accompanied Christ and the Apostles during His earthly ministry beginning from baptism of John the Baptist. Acts 1:22-26.  
4. The People must be born again believers with baptism that is identified with the Apostles, Christ and John the Baptist. Acts 2:14, 22-24, 37-42.
THE MARK OF THE PURPOSE OF THE GATHERING.

1. The Purpose was not to promote universalism.  Acts 1:4. 
A. The Lord’s ecclesia is not a universal thing with a local ministry; it is a local congregation with a worldwide ministry.  Matt.28:18-20. 
B. The Lord’s ecclesia is the born again biblically immersed “YE” of the great commission that ministers under Christ to the “THEM” of the great commission who lack salvation and/or biblical immersion.  
2. The Purpose was not to promote political power.  Acts 1:6-7.

3. The Purpose was to Preach Christ to our home, to our close neighbor, to our distant neighbor and to all that will hear in the whole earth.  Acts 1:8.  

4. The Purpose today must be not the social gospel or a religion of works but the one and only way of salvation in Christ.  Eph.2:8-10. Rom.1:16. Jn.14:6.  

THE MARK OF THE PLACE OF THE GATHERING.

1. The Place was where Christ appointed them to come together.  Matt.28:16.  
A. It must be one place where we can meet in one accord.  It might be on a mountain, in a city, in a temple, in a garden, an upper room, or a house Acts 2:1-2.  

2. The Place is not really a location but a congregation, wherever she meets as an authorized assembly of born again biblically immersed believers fitly framed for doing the will of Christ.  Acts 2:42-47.

CONCLUSION:  There are many other things that we might consider regarding the “Marks of a Heavenly Authorized N.T. Gathering” but for now let us appreciate the People, Purpose & Place.  First, you must be born again.  Are you saved?  Second, you must be biblically immersed.  Do you have scriptural baptism?  Are you serving as led by the Holy Spirit and as a faithful member of on of Christ’s true N.T. local congregations?  Do you have a heart for the lost souls of sinners near and far?  Would you say yes today to the call of God to a scriptural salvation, to a biblical baptism, to a moral membership and to a missionary mindset?  AMEN.  
