Malachi’s Message

Mal.1:1.  (Pray)

Malachi was the last of the Old Testament Prophets.  The time was about 400 years before Christ.  If alive today, he would have fit in well with our congregation because he preached the truth, and nothing but the truth.  His message was a God centered message.  He was a contemporary of Nehemiah and he had to deal with a corrupt priesthood, and an unfaithful people.  Those that were called the people of God fashioned their lives and their religion as they saw fit and the ministers were fine with that and silent about the need to be biblical.  We will notice four things about Malachi’s Message.
I. Remember Jehovah.  Mal.1:2-3.

1.  The God of the Bible is Sovereign and He is Holy.  He is not a God of Love only (as is often portrayed today).  Mal.1:6-7, V.10, V.14. He is angry with the wicked every day and hates all workers of iniquity. He does not want that which is polluted.  Mal.2:1-2.  God looks on the heart.  
II. Repentance is needed.   Mal. 2:10 & 17. 

1.  All are sinners and we do not need to hear powder puff sermons from weak-kneed milk toast wimps in the pulpit.  Mal.3:7-10.  His grace gives mercy but His justice demands judgment.  
III. Religion is vain.  Mal.3:14-15.

1.  At times, it appears that the unsaved fare as well or better than the save in their formalism.  We do not always have the material wealth that the worldly religionists have. But this is not all there is… V.16-18.
IV. Redemption is only in Christ.  Mal.4:2-3.
 
1.  Let us remember God and repent of our sins.  We must see and understand that all man made religion is vain. Those that truly fear God will come to Him by His brace through faith in Jesus Christ.  Christ is the only real remedy for our sin problem.  Jn.14:6. Acts 4:12. Eph.2:8-10.
Conclusion:   Some of the people heard and harkened to the words of the prophet Malachi but many did not.  It is interesting that this is when God stopped talking to humanity and for a period of about 400 years in between the Old Testament and the New Testament, the heavens were silent.  It is a fearful thing when God will not talk to you.  What a blessing it is that the preaching of the gospel in the New Testament begins with the ministry of a man that was sent from God and his name was John and God called him a Baptist.  7-80, 10-85, 9-12.  
