Lost People Matter to God
Luke 19:10, Pray. 
The Bible says that the purpose for Christ coming to this earth from the throne of God in heaven was to seek and to save that which was lost. During His earthly ministry, He only used three parables in a row one time. What was the point that was so important to Him in these parables? It was the importance of finding that which was lost. As we look in Luke 15, (we will stay in this chapter for the message) it will show us that the theme of these three parables is finding that which was lost.   Let us consider three illustrations about the lost and notice what they are like in the mind of Christ. We will conclude that Jesus cares for the lost and lost people matter to God.
I. THEY ARE LIKE LOST SHEEP Luke 15: 3-7. 
1. They become a priority over other things. (leave the 90 & 9)
2. Their rescue requires perseverance. (until he find it)
3. Finding them brings rejoicing. (v5 & 6)
4. One repentant sinner brings joy in heaven. (v7) 

II. THEY ARE LIKE A LOST PIECE OF SILVER Luke 15: 8-10 
1. It takes light to find them. (light a candle)
2. It takes cleansing to find them. (sweep the house)
3. It takes diligence to find them. (seek diligently till she find)
4. Same kind of rejoicing in heaven. (v10) 

III. THEY ARE LIKE A LOST SON Luke 15: 11-24 
1. They do foolish things. (wasted his substance in riotous living)
2. They need repentance to be granted. (v17-19)
3. They need compassion. (v20)
4. Their salvation brings great joy. (v23-24) 

CONCLUSION: Think about the term Lost for a moment. We usually think of being unsaved and being lost as the same thing, but technically they are not the same things. When the garbage goes to the dump, it is not lost. It just goes where it belongs. But if something were on its way to the dump which was not meant to go to the dump, that would be lost. At harvest time, the wheat and the chaff are separated and the chaff is taken off to be burned. When the chaff is burned, it is not lost. But if some wheat were on the way to be burned, it would be lost. Do you understand this? 

God the Father gave a people to His Son back before the world began. Many of them are in the broad way that leadeth to destruction. Jesus the Son of God and God the Son came to seek and to save that which was lost, those that the Father gave Him. (JN 17:24) It is through the preaching of the death, burial, and resurrection of Jesus Christ for our sins, according to the scriptures, that the lost sheep of God are brought home to the fold by the grace of God through faith. (1Pet1:23, 2Tim1:9, Eph2:8-9) AMEN. 05, 13.  
