Learned by Experience
Gen.30:25-27.  Pray.
Our text deals with a time in Jacob’s life when he wanted to return to the Promised Land.  Remember how God spoke to Abram and moved him from Ur of the Chaldeans through Haran to the Promised Land.   (Gen.11:28, 12:1-5)  Abraham had Isaac, Isaac had Jacob, and Jacob fled Canaan due to a falling out with his brother Esau. (Gen.27:41-44).  After many years in Haran, Jacob told Laban he wanted to return to Canaan.  Think about the line in verse 27 of our text.  Laban had “learned by experience” that God had blessed him while Jacob was with him.  Some learn by reading, some by watching, some by listening but one of the best ways to learn is by experience.  Men who have served in the ministry have learned many things by experience.  Consider three things we might learn by experience.
THE PRECIOUS PRIVILEGE OF REAL WORK.

1. Jesus said, “I must work..”  Jn.9:4. We must do His work while we can.
2. We should be doers of the word and not hearers only.  James 1:21-24.

3. Today is the day of salvation.  2Cor.6:2.  Eph.5:14-16.
THE POVERTY AND PUNINESS OF MAN.

1. Sin is a state of total depravity.  Eph.2:1-5.  Even Bible heroes had sin problems.
2. Abraham and Isaac,  Fear. Gen.20:1-18, 26:6-9.
3. Noah,  Drink.  Gen.9:20-21. 

4. Moses, Temper.  Exod.32:19.
5. David, Sex.  2Sam.11:2-5. 
6. The place of blessing for man is in Christ according to the scriptures. Heb.10:6-12. John 14:1-6. Acts 4:12.  1Cor.15:1-4 
THE PURE POWER OF JESUS CHRIST.

1. His Power is divine. John 1:1-3, 10-14, 2:23-25, 3:1-2, 4:25-29…
2. His Power is life changing.  Matt.4:19, 9:9, 16:24, 19:21.  John 10:27, 12:26, 21:19.  Acts 4:13, 9:21, Rom.8:8-9, 1Cor.6:9-11, 2Cor.5:17, Gal.1:3-4, Eph.2:10. 
CONCLUSION:  Salvation is a free gift from God according to His sovereign grace. John 3:16. It is something you must experience by divine mercy through faith.  Eph.2:8-9.  Tit.3:5.  John 5:24.  It is not something you inherit from your family tree.  Matt.3:7-9.  It is not something that comes through religious rituals or ceremonies. Rom.2:28-29, Gal.5:6. It is something found only in the blood of the Lamb of God, Jesus Christ.  John 1:29, Heb.9:11-14, 19, 28, 10:1-6, 11-12, Matt.26:28, Rom.5:9, Eph.1:7, Col.1:20, 1Pet.1:18-19, 1John 1:7, Rev.1:5.  AMEN.  
