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Jonah and Modern Times
Matt.12:40-41.  Pray.

As we wrap up our study on Judging Jonah, we come back the quote by the Lord Jesus Christ.  Christians sometimes press biblical typology too far but in Jonah’s case, we have the Savior Himself validating that Jonah was indeed a type of Christ.  Jonah wrote his book probably no earlier than 790B.C.   That was almost 28 centuries ago.  However, the theme of Jonah is very pertinent for modern times.  Even those who deny the historicity of Jonah agree that the theme of the book was to rebuke Jewish hyper-nationalism and show God’s compassion for even the Gentiles.  That is the reoccurring theme of the New Testament and should be the heart of modern preaching.  Consider now four points as we think about Jonah and Modern Times. 
I. JONAH WAS A TYPE OF CHRIST.  

1. Jonah was the only Prophet to whom Jesus compared Himself. (Text)
2. Jonah was willing to die for the salvation of others.  Jon.1:12. Rom.5:6-8.

3. Jonah went into sheol just as Christ did. Jon.2:2. Rom.10:6-9.
4. Jonah won over death after 3 days as did Jesus. Jon.1:17. Mk.8:31.

II. JONAH WAS MISSIONARY MINDED.

1. Jonah prophesied to the Northern Kingdom of Israel.  2Kings.14:23-25.

2. Jonah preached to the Ninevites. Jonah 1:1-2. 


III. JONAH WENT TO JEWS AND GENTILES ALIKE.

1. Jonah preached as a foretaste of the New Testament. Acts 10:43.
2. Jonah would have agreed with the theme of the New Testament.

A. Mk.13:10, 16:15, Lk.24:47, Jn.3:16, Acts 1:8, Rev.7:9, & 14:6.  
IV. JONAH WENT TO WHAT IS A MODERN MUSLIM MIDDLE EAST. 
1. Jonah’s ministry was mainly located in the geographic area from Israel to modern day Iraq, not counting those he reached in the Mediterranean Sea. (see maps)
A. Historically, several things happened in this area since the days    of Jonah. It was all prophesied in God’s word. Dan.4:35.   

B. Ancient Assyria (capital city Nineveh) was destroyed by the Babylonians.  Zeph.2:13-15.
C. The Babylonian Empire perished at the hands of the Medes and Persians.  Dan 5:25-31.
D. The Medes & Persians were conquered by Alexander the Great in about 331 B.C. 

E. At the Death of Alexander the Great in 323 B.C. his empire was divided up between his four Generals and eventually became a part of the Roman Empire. All this is laid out for us in Daniel Chapter 2.  It is world history, in a nutshell, from the Babylonian Empire to the time of Christ.
F. About A.D. 605 Mohammed rebuilt the pagan Arab Temple of Kabah and A.D. 610 announced the 1st revelation of the Koran from the cave of Hira.  This was the beginning of the religion of Islam.   
G. From that time until today, the entire Middle East, with the exception of one Nation, has become Muslim by means of brute force and the indoctrination of fear and terrorism. See the 20th Century Muslim Timeline on Wikipedia. 
H. In 1948, Israel re-established herself as a Sovereign State and the predominantly Muslim Arab States immediately attacked her vowing to wipe the Jews off the face of the earth.  Israel defeated the Arabs but the hatred of Islam continues against Israel and her friends in the West like the USA.   Support the Friends of Israel.  
I. In 1967, the Muslim enemies of Israel tried again to destroy them but were soundly defeated in the famous 6-day war.  In the mean time, Israel must continually defend herself against spurious rocket attacks, suicide bombers, anti-Semitic rhetoric, and a media that is bias against her and more interested in a politically correct agenda than the truth.  Read BIAS by Bernard Goldberg. 
J. On September 11, 2001, the hate of Islam rained down upon the USA in a big way.  Now we find ourselves in somewhat the same shoes as Israel in the world wide Jihad War of Terror.  However, we must always remember that our God is in control.  These are the kind of people Jonah was called to preach to.  We live in a world of constant change but God does not change.  He is sovereign and He will have mercy on whom He will have mercy and whom He will, He hardens.  Rom.9:18. 
CONCLUSION:  Jonah was a real man.  He was a true prophet of God.  His book is a part of the canon of God’s word.  As we consider our situation today in dealing with the Islamic sons of the wild man Ishmael (Gen.16:12) we sympathize with Jonah when he had second thoughts about going to men like this with the word of God.  Be that as it may, let us remember the great lesson Jonah learned in Whale Seminary, Salvation is of the Lord.  We are to go to every creature with the gospel of Christ and leave the results in the hands of the Lord.  That is the message.  AMEN.   
