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The Compassionate God

Jonah 4:1-2.  Pray.

In every chapter we have studied in this series on Judging Jonah, we have seen things that are literally unbelievable apart from the sovereign grace of God.  There was the supernatural storm when Jonah fled to Tarshish from the presence of the LORD.  There was the supernatural salvation from Sheol when the sailors of the ship cast Jonah into the sea.  There was the supernatural sea creature that God prepared for Jonah’s ride back toward Nineveh.  There was the supernatural response to the preaching of the prophet when Jonah preached judgment upon the Ninevites.  The supernatural aspects of all these things are what all the skeptics ridicule and rant about in this wonderful little book in the inspired word of God.  As we come to the fourth chapter, we will notice “The Compassionate God.”  The compassion of God is also a supernatural thing and so naturally, the unbelievers will not like this chapter either.  However, those that are believers and saved by the grace of God, WE will drink it in like milk and honey.  
Let us consider five things in this chapter.

JONAH WAS SEATHING WITH ANGER.  Jonah 4:1-2.
1. Nineveh was the capital of the Assyrian Empire.  The Assyrians were notorious for their cruelty, being worse than the other evil nations in that day. 
2. Nineveh now tasted God’s mercy just as Israel had even though Israel had also sinned against God.  

3. Nineveh being blessed in a similar way as Israel was something Jonah feared, for he knew how gracious God could be. 
JONAH WAS SUICIDAL IN HIS THINKING.  Jonah 4:3-4. 
1. Jonah was wrong in his unforgiving attitude but it was understandable given the history of the Assyrians.
2. Jonah knew his life was in the Lord’s hand. He had already been delivered from the storm, the sea, sheol, the sea creature and the sinners of Nineveh.  

3. Jonah knew he could not kill himself but he wished to be dead anyway.  
JONAH WAS STAYING OUTSIDE THE CITY IN A BOOTH.  Jonah 4:5-7.
1. Jonah was perhaps still hoping for judgment upon Nineveh as he has out on the East side the city to see “what would become of the city.” 
2. Jonah needed to understand God’s plan for creation not just for Israel. So, the Lord prepared a gourd and a worm.  God prepared several things for teaching Jonah.    

A. The great fish.  We have already studied this.

B. The gourd.  Here - it was temporary mercy on Jonah in the heat, as the delay of judgment on Nineveh was also temporary mercy. The Hebrew word here is hard to identify but scholars say it is from a castor oil plant.  Be that as it may, this was a special gourd, as sure as the whale was a special fish prepared by God. . 
C. The gooey worm.  As sure as the miraculous plant grew enough in one night to give shade to the prophet, this miraculous worm was able to also destroy the plant in one night.  Remember, we are talking about things here that were prepared by God. The Hebrew word is literally “scarlet worm” which produces a fluid used to make crimson material.  The same word is used in reference to Christ in Ps.22:6.  As the female scarlet worm dies in giving birth to her young, giving off a blood red fluid, it pictures how the blood of Christ in His death on the cross brings life to others.  
D. The great East wind. V.8.  
JONAH WAS SITTING IN THE SHADE OF THE GOURD.  Jonah 4:8-9.
1. Jonah is a type of Christ as we have seen earlier. (3 days & 3 nights)
2. Jonah is a type of the lost sinner too here in this passage.

A. He tried to save himself from the heat (a type of hell) by human effort but that failed.

B. He trusted in nature (even the miraculous gourd) but did not work either.

C. He totally needed to rely upon the shed blood of Christ for nothing in nature or of human effort can compare to the power of the blood of Christ.  
JONAH WAS STINGY WITH THE GRACE OF GOD.  Jonah 4:10-11.
1. Jonah was a true prophet of God but he was more concerned about his own physical comfort than the eternal destiny of the souls of the Ninevites. True churches today should care more about spiritual things than physical things. 
2. Jonah still wanted God to destroy Nineveh.  He was shamefully more concerned about the loss of the shade from a gourd plant than the death of 120,000 innocent children in Nineveh.  If God would have mercy on the wicked men of Nineveh of Jonah’s day, surely WE should, at the very least, care about saving the innocent children of our day, especially those in danger of pre-birth termination. 
CONCLUSION:  This was the final chapter in the book of Jonah and it seems to end very abruptly.  We see many miraculous things in this great little book and it is a blessing to read and ponder.  It is a book about faith and learning from God in His providence and simply trusting God in all things.  I  trust you received a blessing from this study as I did. We do want to bring one more lesson in summary of some of these things as a conclusion to this series of studies.  Pray for us.  AMEN.  
