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That Great City Nineveh

Jonah 3:1-2.   Pray.

As we come to the third chapter in this great little book, we remind ourselves that this is a portion of the inspired word of God.  The amazing events described thus far are astounding and it is no marvel that unbelievers scoff at and ridicule the book of Jonah.  As impossible as these things sound, Bible believers take them at face value and believe them to be the truth of God.  Jonah was a real man and a true prophet of God.  He was a delinquent child of God who repented of his rebellion and finally obeyed the LORD.  He experienced the terrible time in the storm, in the ship, in the sea, in sheol and in the sea creature (that great fish God prepared for him).  Now he is vomited back upon dry ground and determined to do what God called him to do.  Notice four things about “That great city Nineveh.” 
JONAH WAS CALLED THE 2ND TIME TO GO TO NINEVEH.  Jonah 3:1-2.

1. God’s will, shall be done.  He is immutable in every way.  Many of us are like Jonah and must learn the hard way that obedience is best for God’s children.
2. God called His man to preach “the preaching that I bid thee.”  

JONAH AROSE IN OBEDIENCE TO GOD AND WENT TO NINEVEH. Jonah 3:3-4. 

1. Jonah arose and went - this time to Nineveh according to the word of the LORD. 
2. Jonah arose (with determination) last time to go to Tarshish but now to Nineveh.

3. Jonah traveled at least 400 miles, likely by foot, from the shore of the Great Sea somewhere, to the big city of Nineveh.  The city was so large that it took Jonah three days to preach his way through it from one side to the other.  
4. Jonah preached a simple message.  You have 40 days to repent or Judgment Day is coming for all you wicked Assyrians.    

JONAH PREACHED AND NINEVEH REPENTED.  Jonah 3:5-9.

1. The people of Nineveh believed God from the greatest to the least of them.
2. The people of Nineveh ALL observed an absolute fast (no food or water) this even included their livestock.  
3. The people of Nineveh followed the lead of their political leaders in sackcloth and ashes, praying and fasting and turning from their evil ways. (No separation of church and State in those days)  
4. The people of Nineveh relied completely on the mercy of God.  

JONAH SAW GOD DELAY HIS JUDGMENT UPON NINEVEH.  Jonah 3:10.

1. God gave Nineveh 40 days to repent.  40 is a significant number. It is connected with trial and judgment. The most intense rain of Noah’s flood lasted 40 days. Gen.7:12. The spies had 40 days to report back to Moses on the conditions of Canaan and at the bad report, Israel wandered in the wilderness for 40 years.  Num.13:32, 14:33-34.  Moses was on the Mountain 40 days when the law was given, Ex.24:18, and again the 2nd time, 34:28.  For 40 days, Goliath taunted Israel 1Sam.17:16.  Elijah fled from Jezebel 40 days, 1Kings 19:8.  Jesus was tempted of the Devil 40 days, Mk.1:9-13.  After His death and resurrection, He demonstrated His victory to His church for 40 days Acts 1:3.  
2. God who cannot change, did not destroy Nineveh when they repented, but about a century later, irreparable judgment came upon that great city for their wickedness.  
3. God warned Nineveh again through the Prophets Nahum and Zephaniah Nah.3:1-19 and Zeph.2:13-15 and finally brought judgment upon them.

4. God will hear the testimony of the repentant Ninevites of Jonah’s day against the unbelieving souls of later times like our day.  Matt.12:41.  
CONCLUSION:  The 3rd chapter of Jonah is another unbelievable story.  Vile, pagan, idolatrous infidels and atheists inexplicably took heed to the preaching of a Prophet of the God of Israel.  What a sight Jonah must have been as he preached.  Can you imagine it?  Perhaps word had gotten around about his history.  Perhaps, but no matter, because it was the irresistible grace of God that was working in that great crusade in Nineveh back then.  Guess what.  That is precisely what is needed today if anyone is to truly repent and believe the gospel story.  Can you believe?  Will you believe?  It is a faithful saying and is worthy to be accepted.  Believe on the Lord Jesus Christ and thou shalt be saved.  AMEN.   
