Judging Jonah 5 of 8
His Prayer from Hell

Jonah 2:1-2.  Pray.
As we come to the second chapter of the book of Jonah, things seem to get even more amazing.  It is not surprising that unbelievers would scoff at this book as it continues to relate experiences by Jonah that are quite unbelievable according to the natural mind.  Last time we digressed briefly to discuss the 3 days and 3 nights issue as a side bar in this series but now let us continue with the story.  Notice 5 things.
JONAH WRITES OF HIS PRAYER.  Jonah 2:1-2.
1. He Prayed from the belly (HEB. meah, the actual insides) of the great fish.
2. He Prayed from the belly (HEB. beten, womb) of hell (HEB. sheol, the world of the dead). 
A. Until the resurrection of Christ, all who died went to this place.  It had two compartments separated by a great gulf (Lk.16:19-26) 
B. The lower part of this place was the temporary place of torments for the unsaved until they are cast into the Lake of Fire at the Great White Throne Judgment. Ps.86:13. Rev.20:11-14. 
C. The upper part of this place was called Abraham’s bosom.  

(1) It was the place where the spirits of the saved went until Christ led captivity captive at His resurrection. Lk.16: 22-23, Eph.4:8-10
(2) After the resurrection of Christ, the place of bliss where the spirits of the saved await the first resurrection is called paradise.  Lk.23:39-43. 2Cor.12:4. Rev.2:7. 2Cor.5:6-8. Phil.1:21-23. 
D. Hell, sheol, hades is the place that commentators say Jonah was when he prayed literally or at least metaphorically while in the whale’s belly.  

E. If the literal view is taken it requires a temporary resurrection of Jonah similar to a few other cases in the Bible such as the Shunamite’s child, 2Kings 18:32-36. Lazarus, Jn.12:1. Tabitha, Acts 9:36-40. and others.

JONAH RELATES HIS ACTUAL PRAYER.  Jonah 2:3-4.
1. God cast Jonah into the sea (using the sailors).  
2. God let all the floods, waves and billows overcome Jonah but he looked by faith to God in His holy temple.   
JONAH RIDES THE WATER TO THE BOTTOM.  Jonah 2:5-6.

1. Jonah describes the hopelessness of his physical condition.
2. Jonah describes himself in a state of death.

3. Jonah describes how only the LORD could bring him out of this state. 
JONAH REMEMBERS HIS CALL & VOW.  Jonah 2:7-9.

1. Jonah remembered the LORD’s mercy in all of this.
2. Jonah relied on God in His grace and mercy.

3. Jonah ridiculed those who forsake mercy for lies and vanities. 

4. Jonah revered God in gratitude and consecration acknowledging His sovereignty in the salvation of lives and souls.  Salvation is of the LORD.  This is the greatest lesson Jonah learned at Whale Seminary.  
JONAH RESCUED BY GOD’S GRACE.  Jonah 2:10.

1. Jonah is vomited out of the fish on dry land and there is still more to this story.
2. Jonah is a unique story.  It is the greatest of all fish stories but it is true.  Yes, many things in the story are abnormal, but we dare not discredit scripture because it does not sound normal to us.  If we did that, what would we do with things like the incarnation of the Word of God (the creator)? What should we do with the virgin birth of Christ?  What should we do with all the other miracles described in both the old and new testaments? 
Conclusion:  Jonah was a real man.  Jonah was a true Prophet of God.  Jonah wrote one of the inspired books of the canon of God.  Jonah became a delinquent child of God but he repented of it.  Jonah was cast overboard by God (using the sailors on the ship) and sank to the bottom of the Mediterranean Sea.  Jonah described that incident as a drowning.  Jonah’s body was swallowed by a great fish prepared by God and his spirit cried out from the world of the dead when his soul fainted within him. The LORD heard his prayer and brought him up from corruption.  He prayed a prayer of thanksgiving in the belly of the fish.  The fish vomited him out and he went on his way to do what God called him to do in the first place.  AMEN.   
