Judging Jonah (4 of 8)
In the Belly of the Fish

Jonah 1:17.  Pray.

After all that has happened in the story of Jonah thus far, we might think that this is the end of the story but it is not.  The Prophet is only now getting back on track with God’s plan for him.  The seamen on the ship to Tarshish are now safely on their way to a safe haven as believers and followers of the true God of the Bible.  Jonah, although it may not look like it here and probably did not feel like it to him, is now also safely on his way to Nineveh.  He is riding the Whale Express and still has some things to learn at Whale Seminary.  Jonah lived after the ministries of Elijah and Elisha who were great prophets that constantly called Israel to turn back to God, unsuccessfully.  They were oral prophets rather than writing prophets.  Jonah may well have been the first writing prophet, chronologically speaking, among the17 prophetical books in the O.T. His book is a foretaste of the N.T. doctrine of salvation being for Jews and Gentiles alike. We want to consider the length of time Jonah spent in the belly of the fish.  He said he was there three days and three nights.  According to the N.T. there is a connection between the time Jonah was in the belly of the fish and the time Jesus was in the grave. Skeptics scoff at the idea that either Jonah or Jesus would come out of the fish or the grave alive as described in scripture.  We believe they both did exactly what the scriptures say they did.  In fact, we believe the 72 hour position even though many scholars disagree with us on this point.  
OUR POSITION: Jonah 1:17. Also, see Matt.12:40.  72 hours is the most literal view.

1. Christ died on Abib (Nissan) 14th as THE Passover Lamb around 3PM. (Wed) Matt.27:45-50. There was darkness over all the land that day from noon to 3PM.  This day is called the day of preparation.  The next day is the 15th and is always a “High Sabbath Day” no matter what day of the week it falls on. John 19:31.
2. Christ was buried around 6PM (Wed). Matt.27:57-61. The Jewish day is from sunset to sunset, around 6PM.  
3. Christ was in the grave (Thur) from 6PM the 14th to 6PM the15th. Matt.27:62-64.  
4. Christ was in the grave (Fri) from 6PM the 15th to 6PM the 16th.  The women saw where He was buried (Wed) the evening of the day of preparation & rested on (Thur) the High Sabbath Day. They prepared spices to anoint His body on (Fri) rested from all work on (Sat) the regular weekly Sabbath and returned (Sun) to anoint Him.  Lk.23:54-56.
5. Christ was in the grave (Sat) the regular weekly Sabbath and was already risen by the time Mary Magdalene and the other women arrived (Sun) very early. 
      LK.24:1-9.  
6. Christ prophesied of His resurrection “after” three days.  Mk.8:31. Our position accounts for the N.T. events during the burial and resurrection of Christ and has Him resurrected “after three full days” yes even three days and three nights.  
WHAT OTHERS SAY:  Crucifixion on Good Friday is the traditional Easter chronology.
1. They say Christ was crucified and buried on Friday and arose Sunday Morning about 30 hrs later.  The three days did not need to be complete days.

A.  We respond, even if we do away with three literal complete days, we still must have three nights also which the Friday night to Sunday morning does not allow.  Jesus did not say He would be in the grave for three partial days.  He said it would be three days and three nights.  
2. They ask how can millions of Christians have been wrong all these centuries. 

A.  We respond, millions of Christians have been wrong about the right mode of Church government, the right way of baptism, the right way of local church communion, and they can be wrong on other things like this. We should search scripture and not blindly take dogma from church leaders.  
3. They say the weekly Sabbath was the highest day among the Jewish people and therefore it must have been the “high day” in Jn.19:31. 

A.  We respond.  The weekly Sabbath is special indeed and it is addressed    in the three 24 hr days position.  There were special Sabbaths among the people of God, especially during the Passover week, which must not be ignored.  If you want to talk tradition, Nissan or Abib 15th has been a high day for the children of Israel since the days of the Egyptian Exodus.  
4. They say the 3 days and nights are not mentioned as often as being raised the third day.  Matt.16:21. 17:22-23. 20:18-19. Mk.9:31. 10:33-34. Lk.9:22. 18:32-33. Jn.2:19-21. Acts 10:39-40. 1Cor.15:3-4.
A.  We respond.  All of these verses validate our position.  They do not dispute Matt.12:40 in the slightest way.  Christ was crucified and buried on Abib 14th and arose about 72 hours later at the end of the weekly Sabbath on the 17th.  The 15th was the Passover Day, a high Sabbath day.  On the 16th, the women bought and prepared spices for anointing His body.  They rested again on the 17th the weekly Sabbath (at the end of which, about 6PM, Christ arose) and the disciples found the tomb empty early on the morning of the 18th of Abib (Sun. the 1st day of the week).  
CONLCUSION:  There may be other arguments regarding this issue among Christians but nothing seems to be airtight against the teaching that Christ was in the grave for three literal days and nights.  Not to split hairs but if Matt.12:40 need not be around 72 hours, then Jonah need not have been in the whale that long either.  According to the 30 hour theory, he would have been in there at least one full day and night plus a part of two other days.  Rather than arguing with Christians about the time Jonah was in the whale or the time Jesus lay in the grave, we would do much better if we would concentrate on declaring to sinners that Christ died on the cross for our sins and He was buried and rose again the third day that sinners might be saved.  AMEN.  
