Judging Jonah (2 of 8)
Running from God

Jonah 1:2-3. Pray.  
As we began our study on Judging Jonah last time, we saw that Jonah was a real man in biblical history and a true prophet of God.  We recognized his book as part of the inspired canon of God’s word.  This time we want to consider the topic “Running from God.”  First, we must understand that running from God is an exorcise in failure.  Remember the attributes of God, especially His omni-presence. Ps.139:7-12. Jonah should have known better but maybe we can learn from him since we are often like him.  
JONAH FLED TO TARSHISH.  Jonah1:3.

1. God called him to go to Nineveh but he decided to go to Tarshish. 

A. Looking on a Bible Land map, Nineveh was North & East of Samaria, the capital of Israel, but Jonah went South & West to Joppa to board a ship to one of the farthest places ships sailed at that time.  

B. Jonah’s reasons may have been complex but the thing we should get from this is - disobedience to God is a step in the wrong direction.  

JONAH WAS ASLEEP AS GOD’S PLAN MOVED ON.  Jonah 1:4-5.  
1. Jonah was down in the ship asleep.  True literally and perhaps spiritually too.
2. God sent a great wind and a mighty tempest.  Nothing can stop His plan.  

3. The mariners were afraid and got religious. They did not know Jehovah but prayed to their false gods.  The storm was beyond their skills. They even lightened the ship but this was not a normal storm and they knew it.  
JONAH WAS AWAKENED BY THE SHIPMASTER.  Jonah 1:6-7.

1. How can you sleep?  They probably had the best of mariners on one of the best-built ships of the day but this storm was killing them.  They had lightened the ship and even prayed to their gods but nothing was working for them – and they find Jonah sleeping.  
2. Surely if nothing else, he should be praying to his God too.  They must have felt that the picture here was all wrong regarding Jonah and it was decided that this was entirely his fault.  Under interrogation, the truth comes out. 
JONAH CONFESSED TO THE CREW AND CAPTAIN.  Jonah 1:8-10.  

1. Yes, Jonah was a Hebrew (Descendent of Eber, Abraham, Isaac, & Jacob.) These were all in the blood line of Shem, the son of Noah.  See the geology in Gen.11:10-26.  
2. Yes, Jonah worshiped the True God and Creator of heaven & earth & sea. 

3. Yes, Jonah was incredibly foolish even in the eyes of unsaved unbelievers. 

4. Yes, Jonah’s God was in control of the sea & all heaven & earth.

CONCLUSION:  The obvious things we learn from this passage are; you cannot run from God.  He is in control of His creation and His plan shall always prevail.  There may be times when we do foolish things like Jonah did in this lesson.  There are times when we are out of sorts with the plan of God simply due to ignorance.  That is one good reason to stay grounded in the word of God.  God reveals His plan to us in the Holy Scriptures.  God is good and we can rest assured that it is always best for us to be in tune with His plan for us and for the world around us.  2Tim.2:15.  AMEN.  
