Jerusalem
Joshua 10:1-8, 15:8, 63, and 18:28.  Pray.  

We want to think on some things about the ancient city of Jerusalem.  Jerusalem is one of the oldest cities in the world.  Jerusalem is first mentioned in the Bible in Joshua chapter 10.  When Joshua was leading the children of Israel into the Promised Land, the King of Jerusalem formed an alliance against them with four other Amorite Kings of four other cities in the land.  It did not go well for them at all.  In earlier days, Jerusalem was known as Jebusi and her inhabitants were called Jebusites.  The city is strategically located on the highest ground in the region next to the valley of Hinnom, a well-known battlefield down through time.  The Jebusites dwelt peaceably with the children of Israel many years in Jerusalem.  There is a lot of history that goes with Jerusalem.  It was the Capital City of the Nation of Israel.  It was the place where Solomon built the Temple.  We see it 17 times in the Psalms and it is called Zion there and in many other places.  It is the ultimate dwelling place for the people of God.  In the New Testament, New Jerusalem is the Bride of Christ coming down from heaven to the earth in the last days.  Obviously, there is a lot to say about Jerusalem but for the sake of time today, consider three points. 
THE JEWS OF JERUSALEM.  Matt.15:1-3.  16:21. 20:18-19. 23:37.  Jn.1:11. 
1. Uncircumcised in heart.  Acts 7:51-58.  2Cor.5:12. Rom.9:6-8. 
THE JEERS OF JERUSALEM.  Mark 10:34. 14:65. 15:1-20. 

1.  Unsympathetic in passion.  Rom.1:28-31. Jn.15:23-25. Acts 10:38-41.
THE JESUS OF JERUSALEM.  Matt. 1:16-18.  Jn. 1:1-3, 14, 26-34.

1.  Unalterable in purpose.  Lk. 2:49. 4:41-43. 9:51. 19:5. Jn. 6:37-40. 9:4.
CONCLUSION:  There can be no doubt that Jerusalem is and was a great historical and biblical city.  There is much to say about Jerusalem of the past.  The same is true for Jerusalem of the present and even Jerusalem of the future.  The greatest thing about Jerusalem however is what Jesus did just outside of it one day on the hill called Calvary.  There on that cross He died in the place of hell deserving sinners like you and me.  That is the place where God redeemed His people according to His eternal purpose.  

Acts 2:22-24.  He bare our sins in His own body on the tree.  1 Peter 2:24.  His dead body laid in the garden tomb for 3 days and 3 nights and then - He AROSE!  That is the blessed gospel of Christ and it is the power of God unto salvation to everyone who believes. Rom.1:16.  Rom. 6:23.  AMEN.  
