Identify Your Purpose

1Kings 5:5.   Pray.  

Solomon had a purpose during his reign as King over Israel.  He knew it was his job to take the material his father David had gathered and build a House of God. When Christ came as “God with us”, He knew it was His Father’s will for Him to redeem His people on the cross of Calvary.  Other great men in history had a passion and assurance regarding what their purpose in life was.  Our Congregation was organized as a true church of the Lord Jesus Christ and we know what our collective purpose is according to the Great Commission in Matt.28:18-20.  That is our collective purpose as a local congregation and corporate body of Christ in this place.  But what about you as an individual believer and member of this body?  Why did God add you to this church?  What is your part in this?  What are you to do to help this church do her duty as the Bride of Christ?  What is your purpose?  If you honestly are not sure about that, maybe it can help to Identify Your Purpose by asking some “out of the ordinary” questions.  Here are five things to think about when it comes to knowing why you are in this church and what you are to be doing to help us fulfill the Great Commission.  Passion can go a long way in finding yourself and developing your identity in the local body of Christ. Consider 5 questions.  
1. What did you love to do as a child?  Let that love guide you in your Christian service.  Use it for the glory of God.

            A. One of America’s greatest architects, played with wooden blocks in his childhood.  Are you mechanical or artistic; a thinker or a doer; a leader or an observer? Consider how you might help the congregation grow. 1Cor.12:14-23.  

B. Remembering what you did when you were younger can help you today.   Were you always painting and drawing? Did you love to read?  Go & do the things you like to do in - Christian Service and see the rewards from it. Eph.6:6-8. 

C. David was a shepherd boy. 1Sam.16:19. Joseph was a dreamer. Gen.37:17-19. Jesus was inquisitive as a boy. Lk.2:42-48. Jesus taught a child like faith as needed to enter the Kingdom of God. Matt.18:2-7.  
2. What do you spend hours doing or reading about?  THAT is what you should use in your Christian service. If you cannot use it for God get rid of it.                                                                                                                                                               


A.  Do you favor fiction or nonfiction books and articles?  Do you read blogs, google things on the internet, post on social media?  You can use these interests for Christian service if you are naturally good at them. 1Cor.3:6-9.  

B.  What would you rather do with a gospel tract?  Write it, print it, read it, distribute it, or explain it to some one in person? Think about it and pray for wisdom in doing what you can do to help your church grow. 1Cor.12:4-11. 
3. What makes you jealous or annoyed?

A.  What ever it is, pay attention to that.  When you are good at something, you want to be the best and you can be competitive or defensive about it. That is something you can build on for better Christian Service. 2Pet.1:5-8.   
4. What do your friends say?


A.  They know what pushes your button.  They know what makes you light up or what makes you fume and what you are always ready to discuss. 1Pet.3:15.  
B.  Let your passion be your purpose in Christian Service.  When you love doing something, it is not like work, and you likely spend more time on it.  Who better to notice these things than your friends?  Christ’s friends knew He was passionate about ministering to the multitudes. Mk.3:20-23. 
5. When was your last mental vacation or daydream?  

A. Our daydreams tell us what is on our mind.  Taking some time away from every day routine can enlighten us as to what we love most.  Relax.  Listen to yourself for a moment. Free yourself from the less important things of the world. Stay mindful about the thoughts that come to you when you are relaxed and do what you love in service to God.   Mark 6:31-32. 

Conclusion:  Finding your purpose as a member of the Lord’s Church is no small task. It takes a lot of time and self-examination. However, the good news is that when you find that passion, you will know. It will “feel right.” However corny that may sound, you do get an intuitive feeling that the pieces of the puzzle finally fell into place and it just makes sense. Sometimes you just need a little help getting there, like revisiting your childhood interests, unplugging from the world, or getting a little help from your friends.  Nevertheless, the most important thing of all is to first, KNOW that you have been saved from your sins by the sovereign grace of God.  Repent and believe the gospel.  Trust Christ as your personal Savior. Follow Him in biblical immersion, unite with His local congregation, and serve him there by His grace.  AMEN. 
