How to Serve God in a (Rest Home)
LK.20:45-21:4.   Pray.

God gave me this message back in June of 1975.  I was a young preacher attending Clarksville Baptist College at the time and I had the privilege of preaching every Lord’s Day afternoon in a Nursing Home up in Hopkinsville, Kentucky.  The title of the message is “How to serve God in a Rest Home” but I put the term Rest Home in parentheses because I believe by the grace of God, you can serve God anywhere.  It does not matter if you are in a jail, a prison, a wheelchair, a body cast, a lion’s den or a burning fiery furnace, you can still serve God.  A true believer can serve God in a communist country, a Muslim Country or any other totalitarian or terrorist type of environment that is hostile against the truth.  You only need a simple faith and a heart to put God first in all things.  I am going to give you three ways to serve God no matter where you are or what circumstances in which you find yourself.  
SERVE HIM WITH YOUR WANTS:
1. God wants you to have the right motive. James 4:3.

2. God wants you to be willing to serve with what you have.  Jn.6:9.

3. God wants you to be right on the inside.  That is where HE looks. 1Sam.16:7. Matt.23:25-28.  
SERVE HIM WITH YOUR WORKS:

1. God wants you to read and meditate on His word.  Acts 17:10-11, Jd.3-4.
2. God wants you to congregate for worship.  Chapel, Church, 2 or more. Heb.10:25.

3. God wants you to pray.  James 5:16. 

4. God wants you to visit & minister to each other. Matt.20:26-28.  
SERVE HIM WITH YOUR WORDS:  Service does not end for Christians even in a Rest Home.  We can witness to doctors, nurses, roommates, visitors, employees, deliverymen, preachers, and anyone else with whom we come into contact.  No matter where we find ourselves, there is no excuse for not serving the Lord.  He can still use you.  Lift Him up.  
1. See Peter & John. Before the Sanhedrin.   Acts 4:8-13.
2. See Stephan. Being stoned to death. Acts 7:54-58.

3. See Paul & Silas.  In Jail. Acts 16:27-31.

4. See Paul on Mars Hill.  Acts 17:22-23.

5. See Paul before King Agrippa.  Acts 26:1-4, 28.

6. See Paul lost at sea.  Acts 27:20-23.

7. See Paul a prisoner.  Acts 28:18-24.  

CONCLUSION:  What can you do?  Use your God given talent for the Lord.  Reach out if nothing else, by mail.  Would you be willing to keep on serving the Lord today – no matter what?  Serve Him with your WANTS.  Serve Him with your WORKS, and with your WORDS.  Purpose in your heart right now that no mater what happens in your life, your will never stop being a witness and a testimony of the saving grace of God in Christ Jesus our Savior.  AMEN.  6-75, 1-14. 
