How and for whom will the Rapture take place?
1Thess.4:16-18.  Pray.

This scripture tells us clearly how and for whom the Rapture will take place.  That shall be our thought for this message.  The term Rapture is a theological term used to describe a biblical event prophesied to take place at the end of the church age. Matt.24:14. The day and hour of the Rapture is unknown but believers are to be ready for it to happen at any moment.  Matt.24:36-44.   There are some that say the soul of the dead sleeps in the grave with the body until the resurrection but the Bible teaches that for the believer, death is to be immediately in the presence of the LORD.  2Cor.5:8. Phil.1:21-24.  The dead in Christ are with the Lord in spirit Heb.12:22-23.  They shall receive glorified bodies at the first resurrection and Rapture mentioned in our text.  Phil.3:21. The dead unbelievers on the other hand go directly to hell in flaming torments until the second resurrection and the great white Throne judgment where they enter body and soul into the Lake of Fire.  Lk.16:22-23.  Rev.20:14-15.  However, the message today is to answer two basic questions.
HOW WILL THE RAPTURE TAKE PLACE?  1Thess.4:16.  (5 things)

1.  The LORD Himself shall descend from heaven.  


A. It is the same Jesus who ascended from the Mt. of Olives.  

Acts 1:10-11.
2. The LORD shall come in the air with a shout.  There will be a lot of shouting in connection with every aspect of the coming of the LORD.  Do a word search in your Bible for “loud voice” and see for yourself. 
3. The LORD shall come in the air with the voice of the archangel. There will be many angels there with the LORD in the air including Michael, the highest-ranking angel.  2Thess.1:7, Jude 9.  
4. The LORD will come in the air with the trump of God.  When John heard the voice of Christ in Revelation, it is described as the blast of a trumpet.  Rev.4:1. There will be a trumpet fanfare for the coming of Christ in the air.

5. The LORD will come in the air for the resurrection and Rapture of His saints at the last note of the trumpeting fanfare of His return in the air.  

1Cor.15:50-53. 
FOR WHOM WILL THE RAPTURE TAKE PLACE?  1Thess.4:17.  (5 things)
1. It is for we (believers) which are alive and remain when the dead in Christ rise from the grave in glorified bodies to meet the LORD in the air.1Cor.15:51-52.

2. It is for all, not part, of the living saints at that moment who are His and have crucified the flesh.  Gal.5:24.
3. It is for those who are waiting and looking for Him. Phil.3:20. 1Cor.1:7.  1Thess.1:9-10.  Tit.2:13.  Heb.9:28. Lk.12:36.  

4. It is for those who are purified.  1Jn.3:2-3. 

5. It is for those living a sanctified life.  Heb.10:10-14. 12:14.  
CONCLUSION:  Yes, Jesus is coming soon.  He will come just as He left in the air for His saints.  That is is how and for whom the Rapture will take place.  Have you repented of your sin and by faith received Christ?  Follow Him now as biblically as you can. 
