God’s Message through the Prophet Habakkuk
Part Three

Hab.3:1.  (Pray) 

Habakkuk is a small book but it is very valuable for us in modern day America.  The prophet ministered to Judah in the days prior to the fall of Jerusalem to the Babylonians.  Habakkuk prayed about the sins of God’s people and wondered if God would judge them.
When God showed him that divine judgment was coming by means of the Babylonians, the next question was, “How can God use an even more wicked people to punish His own chosen people?”  Today we see the wicked prospering in America and they appear to be getting away with their sin.  We might ask the same questions Habakkuk asked in his day.  How long, oh Lord, before you make things right?  In this last lesson of this series from the book of Habakkuk, we want to consider the Prayer and Praise of the Prophet.  
I. The Prayer of the Prophet.  Hab.3:1-8.
A. The Prayer was upon shigionoth.  (Poetic Psalm with great emotion and musical accompaniment and cadence) V1
B. The Prayer was to Jehovah asking for revival and mercy. V2

C. The Prayer was to Elohim Who appeared to our fathers in Teman & Paran (Poetical names for the region of Mt. Sinai.) V3a Pause and ponder. 
D. The Prayer was to the great creator God of the universe; more glorious than the rising sun and more powerful than we can imagine. V3b-6.  
E. The Prayer was to the sovereign God of scripture and creation. V7-8.  
II. The Praise of the Prophet.  Hab.3:9-19.  

A. We Praise God for His sovereign purpose to use His power. V9. Pause. 
B. We Praise God in His greatness over creation. V10-12. 

C. We Praise God in His Salvation of His people by the Messiah. V13. Pause. 
D. We Praise God for victory over His enemies as in the days of old. V14-16.

(1) As in the days of the Red Sea. Ex.14:23-27.
(2) As in the days of Gidion. Judges 7:19-23. 
E. We Praise God and rejoice in Him no matter what.  V17-18.  

F. We Praise God for His strength.  V19.  (with stringed instruments)  

Conclusion:  The Prophet Habakkuk identifies personally with the God of Israel and magnifies His greatness in power and in person.  We can do the same thing in New Testament times as we repent of our sins and turn by grace through faith to the Lord Jesus Christ as our personal Savior.  The House of God has now moved from the Temple of Israel to the Pillar and Ground of the Truth established by the Lord Jesus during His earthly ministry.  If you are His by faith, identify with Him according to the New Testament pattern of biblical immersion and membership in one of His true local congregations.  AMEN.  
