God’s Call to Fall
2Chronicles 7:13-14

The book of Joel is an interesting parallel to our text.  There are certain things America faces today that relate to it all.  Our economy is in frail condition indeed.  The DOW, as a key market indicator, is in a very volatile condition. We are surely living in a time of pestilences.  The formula for recovery for the Hebrew people was in verse 14 of our text and the same is so today for our land.  Let us consider for a few moments God’s call to fall on our knees in repentant prayer according to our text and in the book of Joel.  We will notice four points:  The Hurt, The Heart, The How, and The Hope. 

1. The Hurt: Joel 1:2
Joel asks a rhetorical question that reveals the depth of the hurt the people were experiencing. The answer was “No”.  It has never been this bad before.  
· It is time to wakeup.  Joel 1:5.   
· God’s House is hurt first and then everything else.  Joel 1:9-12. 
· People were going through the motions with their religious practices to God, but their heart was not toward Him Joel 1:13. 

2. The Heart:  Joel 2:12-14.  
Joel turns toward the only solution – a change of heart – a call to repentance. Until the final judgment, God never leaves His people without hope.  2 Chron 7:14, Acts 8:22.  Joel gives a word of hope from the Lord. In our hearts, we must be sorry that we have offended God Psalm 51:3-4.  What does a repentant heart look like? 

· A repentant and remorseful heart does not rationalize personal sin away. It assumes responsibility.  Ps.51:10-12.  
· A repentant and remorseful heart is humbled before God.  It is not just an outward ritual or show; it is to be a true act of the heart Matt 6:5-7.  
. 

3. The How:  Joel 2:15-17.  
Scripture teaches that it is the humble who experience the grace and mercy 

of God Prov. 3:34; James 4:10; 1 Pet 5:5.   Joel calls for the people to humble

themselves - just as they are called to do in 2 Chronicles 7:14. 

· The governmental structure is different between ancient Israel and ours, but there are principles we can learn from and apply, if we desire the blessings of God. 
· This call went out, not from the politicians, but from the priests. The priests were to lead the way by weeping at the altar of God. 

· With hearts wounded by their sin and alienation from God, they were to go before the altar on bended knee in humility.  
· Notice the prayer is to be God centered.  Like Abraham Gen.18:23-26 and Moses Dt.9:26-29.  
4. The Hope:  Joel 2:18-27. 
God’s zeal to punish can turn into a zealous display of mercy. Man’s relationship with God has implications for all of creation. Not only were the people of Israel suffering, but so were the animals and the crops. If the people will yield to the call of God to repent, the benefits of that obedience will affect the land as well. v 21-22. 
· The promise here is to restore what the “locust has eaten” v 25. This is a passage of great hope and encouragement. 
· Here were a people so bad off that the very necessities of life were gone. It would be turned around and the country stabilized - if they would simply turn back to God v.26-27.  
· This promise was not isolated to Israel in the day of Joel, it was the same offered in our text. 2 Chronicle 7:14. 
· This is a promise based upon the character of God and it is given to us today.  That is clearly seen in His offer of forgiveness to all believers through His Son, Jesus Christ John 3:16.   
Conclusion:  Our nation has wandered far from what our founding fathers had in mind at the beginning when they drafted our founding documents.  All three branches of our government have strayed and continue to stray.  Things are going down hill fast.  Some fret that there is no hope of repair.  Bible believers must return to the precepts of the word of God.  If there is any hope at all for us, it is there.  We need God in our midst again.  Let us pledge to put the principles of our text and other teachings of God’s word to work in these perilous times.  God has not changed.  He is real.  He has spoken.  He does not lie.  In His Holiness, He hates all workers of iniquity and the wages of sin is death.  But He is also full of grace and mercy.  He is a covenant keeping God and He will not desert His people as they turn in true humility and repentant faith trusting Him to show His love for His people according to His sovereign good pleasure.  AMEN.  
