Gathering Ourselves Together

Gen.49:1-33.  Pray.  
Let us think today about the gathering of God’s saints together. It is a good thing when God’s saints gather together for the right reason and in the right spirit.  Our text has the sons of Jacob gathering together to receive a blessing.  Some received a greater blessing than others did but it is good for us to gather for blessings.  Verse 10 speaks of the scepter, which is the King’s Staff.  This verse speaks of Shiloh, the Prince of Peace.  He is the Messiah coming from the seed of Judah.  Christ is the fulfillment of this verse and God would have His people to gather around Christ the King of Kings and Lord of Lords.  As we think about “Gathering Ourselves Together” let us consider three points. 

GATHERING TOGETHER WITH SOUND DOCTRINE.

1. Unity at the expense of God’s word is not worth having.  Eph.4:3.

2. Stand on the sovereignty and holiness of God.  Eph.1:4-5.

3. Preach the helpless spiritual inability of man.  Eph.2:1-5.

4. The vicarious divine blood sacrifice is needed.  Heb.9:22.

5. Effectual regeneration brings the desired results.  1Thess.2:13.
6. There is a lot of sound doctrine in the Bible.

A. Creation. Gen.1:1.

B. Inspiration.  2Tim.3:16.

C. Ecclesiology.  Matt.16:18.

D. Eschatology.  1Thess.4:15-18. 

GATHERING TOGETHER WITH GOOD MORAL PRINCIPLES.

1. Sound Doctrine avails nothing if there is no practical godliness. James 1:22.
2. Let us maintain God’s moral standards.  Matt.5:17-20.
3. Faithful church membership, prayer, Bible devotion, etc. Heb.10:25.
4. Missions, giving, visitation, mercy, etc. Gal.6:10. 

5. Strive for moral standards in politics.  Rom.12:18, Acts 4:19-20. 

6. Stand against the world, the flesh and the devil. (Secular Humanism) Gal.5:16
GATHERING TOGETHER WITH CHRIST CENTERED HEARTS.  

1. What if a brother or sister stumbles?  Gal.6:1.

2. Humility yet confident because of the indwelling Christ. Gal.6:3, 9. 

3. Prepared for a long warfare but ready for the rapture now. 2Thess.2:1. 

4. Preaching Christ as the only way of salvation. Acts 4:12. 

CONCLUSION:  When ever and wherever we gather ourselves together, God help us to always strive to do three things:  Exalt  the Saviour.  Edify the Saints.  & Evangelize the Sinners.  AMEN.  5-15-92 Davenport, 5-22-92 Ontario, 1-6-13 TLBC.   
