Forgiving is Anti-Satan
2Cor.2:6-11.   Pray.

The Apostle Paul is the writer in our text and he is addressing the local corporate body of Christ in Corinth Greece.  The subject is forgiveness.  The context deals with a man that the congregation had disciplined. V. 6.  It looks as if he had repented and was seeking restored fellowship in the body.  V. 7.  Paul was asking the congregation to show the love of Christ and prove their obedience in all things by comforting the repentant man with Christian forgiveness.  V. 8-9.  The Apostle identifies with the forgiveness of the congregation.  He said that his and their forgiveness was in reality the same as the forgiveness of Christ.   V. 10.  We ALL have a spiritual enemy named Satan and he hates forgiveness.  Why?  Because it is so Christ-like.  Think about the crucifixion.  Lk.23:34.  Let us remember also that forgiveness is NOT saying it is OK for you to treat me as a doormat.  That is NOT forgiveness. Right is right and wrong is wrong.  Forgiveness does not relieve any accountability from the offender.  Forgiveness simply robs Satan of an advantage in the spiritual warfare. 2Cor.2:11.  When we forgive, we do not condone sin but rather we turn vengeance over to God and we tell the Devil, “You are not going to ruin my life with bitterness and hatred.  God will take care of this for me.”  Rom.12:19.  Our enemy is real and we should not be ignorant of his devices.  Consider this: 
The Devil is real.  Eph.6:11, Matt.4:1, Jn.8:44, 
1. As strange as it sounds, people are often more likely to confess belief in Satan than they are to confess belief in God. 
The Devil troubles true churches.  Lk.22:3, 31, Acts 5:3.
1. He has all sorts of false religions, cults and churches but he hates the Lord’s true N.T. local congregations.
The Devil is not a horned, fellow with a pitchfork and a red suit.  2Cor.11:14. 
1. He often comes in the form of smiling Joe reverend so and so.  Wearing a fancy robe and a clerical collar does not make anyone a minister of God.
The Devil can be very polite & can sweep you off your feet.  2Cor.11:3. 
1. He and his crowd have a way of making evil sound good and good sound evil.  Isa.5:20-24.
The Devil is sometimes not a he.  He always needs a body to work in.  Rev.2:20.
1. He can use almost anything to disrupt the service of a true N.T. congregation.  It can be a woman, a man, a preacher, a singer, a baby, a wasp, a dog, a mouse, or any number of other things.  

Conclusion:  How easily are you distracted from the important things of service to God?  Our great spiritual enemy has many devices that he might use to thwart our biblical faithfulness.  We need not give him any advantage.  A forgiving Christ-like spirit will always win the victory over the Devil.  Not only will Satan use material things against us, he will also use depraved internal things of our own sinful flesh against us.  We must guard against pride, envy, covetousness, jealousy and other self-centered things as we minister for the Lord and interact with the saints and sinners all around us every day.  Matt.7:12, Gal.6:1, Matt.5:2-12. AMEN. 
