Finally
2Cor.13:11.  (Pray)

The Apostles of Christ were special messengers chosen particularly by the Lord Himself to plant His truth in the world after His death, burial, resurrection and ascension.  The New Testament was written by them and those close to them under the inspiration of the Holy Spirit.  2Tim.3:16. They dealt with many things about the doctrine of Christ and about sin, salvation and service.  Sometimes they would end a discussion with some final words of wisdom.  It was as if God was speaking to us through them and saying, “Here is one more thing I want you to take with you.”  Let us seek a blessing from God now as we consider six places in the New Testament where an Apostle said, “Finally.”  We will notice among other things that God would have His New Testament congregated believers to be perfect, be strong, be rejoicing, be pure, be prayerful, and be in one accord. Look first at our text.
I. BE PERFECT.  2Cor.13:11.
1. Farewell: (chai’rete) A verb; be well off and happy.
2. Be Perfect: Literally, thoroughly complete.

3. Be of good comfort: (paraclethes) comforted.

4. Be of one mind: Think Christ as a believer and as a congregation.

5. Be at peace: Live to make and keep peace. 

6. Be with the God of Love and Peace: By grace through faith in the Spirit.

II. BE STRONG.  Eph.6:10.

       1.  Trust and rely solely on the power of His might.  Do your duty in Him.  

III. BE REJOICING.  Phil.3:1.

       1.  Stay with the “Same Things” (the Landmarks) not new unsafe things.  Be careful  
     
      
about new deviations in doctrine and practice.  Ask for the old paths and you will 

keep your joy.  Jer.6:16.
IV. BE PURE.  Phil.4:8.  All strong Christians think the same way.   
1. Think on pure truth.  The 66 books of the received text is pure truth.  
2. Think on pure honesty.  Heart and mind clean, clear and free of sin.
3. Think on pure justice.  Mindful only of seeing the right thing done.
4. Think on purity itself.  Let the sinlessness of Christ impact all we do.
5. Think on pure lovely things.  The things of God are unremarkably lovely.

6. Think on pure good things.  If it is a good thing, it must be pure.

7. Think on pure virtue.  Not only truth but being totally sanctified in holiness.
8. Think on pure praise.
True praise is unadulterated God centered praise. 
V. BE PRAYERFUL.  2Thess.3:1.
1. Pray that the true words of God would have free course.  2Tim.2:9.

2. Pray that God would glorify His word.  
Jer.6:16.
VI. BE IN ONE ACCORD.  1Pet.3:8.

       1.  There is only one place on earth where believers can be together and all have the same heart and mind attitudes with one another, having compassion on one another, loving one another as brethren in Christ, being pitiful (tender-hearted and sympathetic) toward one another, and courteous (humble minded) to one another.  That place is in a true New Testament Local Congregation of the Lord Jesus Christ, a heavenly authorized assembly of Biblically immersed believers fitly framed for the purpose of doing the will of Christ according to the Great Commission.  
CONCLUSION:  Finally, hear ye the word of the Lord.  If you are not settled about the salvation of your eternity bound soul, now is the time to turn from your sins in repentant faith and totally rely on Christ alone as your personal Saviour.  Then you can start serving Him according to the Biblical order.  AMEN.  


