Extra Curricular Christianity

Eph.3:14-21.  Pray.

Let us consider verse 21 in our text.  Scripture gives more glory to the church by Christ Jesus than most Christians give.  We can do many things as believers apart from our local church that bless our hearts. However, we should be careful with our extra curricular Christianity (para-church activities).  The reason why, is because it can lead to neglect of the Lord’s Church.  This can be harmful in more ways than we might think.  Consider three points in the message today. 

PARA-CHURCH GROUPS CAN BE A BLESSING.

1. Define para-church.  Para is a Greek prefix, which means beside, along side of, or aside from.  Church is an authorized N.T. local congregation.  So, a para-church group is one that is not connected with one of the Lord’s true N.T. local congregations.  The N.T. teaches us to serve the Lord in one of His local congregations.  Mk.9:38-39 teaches that we can be tolerant of para-church activity that is not actively fighting against us and let them alone.  
2. Differentiate between Family of God & Church by Christ Jesus.  Eph.3:4-5.  The Family is all the saved in heaven & earth.  The Church is a local congregation of baptized believers built and commissioned by Jesus to do His will in the great commission.  Matt.16:18, 28:16-20. All believers are in the Family but many are not in the Church. Some para-church groups call themselves a church but they do have biblical marks of a N.T. congregation. 
3. Describe some extra curricular Christian activities we might do.  There are; Christian Schools, Prayer Groups, Soul Winning Seminars and Revival Crusades, Gospel Sings, TV & Radio programs, Forums on Doctrine, Creation Debates, Pro-Life Rallies, Movements for Biblical Values and so on.   Our local church may not have all these things going on but if God burdens our heart about one and opens a door for it, we should follow His leadership in it knowing He would not lead us to neglect Christ’s church as we do it.  
PARA-CHURCH GROUPS CAN DETRACT FROM CHRIST’S CHURCH.

1. Christ’s church is God’s way of getting glory in this age.  Eph.3:21.  The N.T. norm is local church membership after salvation.  Acts 2:41-47.  
2. Christ’s church is the pure Bride of Christ.  Her membership is faithful.  Do not forsake the local church for extra curricular Christianity.  Eph.5:25-27. 2Cor.11:2.  
3. Christ’s church is all we need for true Christian service.  Matt.28:19-20, Acts 1:8. There is no Christian service the local congregation cannot do for Christ.  Let us do what we can for Him in this church.  Eph.3:21.
PARA-CHURCH GROUPS CAN CAUSE CHRISTIANS TO COMPROMISE.

1. The church is hurt when members compromise with para-church groups.  This is true doctrinally, morally, financially, numerically, and perhaps other ways.  Jude 1:3. 
2. The church can lose her candlestick by compromising with para-church groups.  This is to lose the right to be a true church of the Lord Jesus.  If there is no candlestick, there is no true church.  Rev.1:20, 2:5. 
3. The church can confuse sinners on Biblical Truth by compromising with para-church group doctrines contrary to the doctrine of Christ.  Here are two things on which we must never compromise.

A. Salvation is by the sovereign grace of God.   Eph.1:3-6.
B. Biblical immersion after believing is by the authority of Christ in one of His true local Baptist congregations.  Matt.28:16-20.
CONSLUSION:  We stand for other great truths here at TLBC also but these last two always set us apart from all other extra curricular Christianity.  Are your truly saved?  Christ is the only way of salvation.  Maybe you are an extra curricular Christian.  Serving God in His house as a biblically immersed believer is the only way to truly serve Him and give Him glory the Bible way.  Eph.3:21.  AMEN.  11-83, 5-88 Sac Cal, 6/04 Ohio, 12/12.  
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