A Word study on Enmity
Gen 3:15  And I will put enmity between thee and the woman, and between thy seed and her seed; it shall bruise thy head, and thou shalt bruise his heel. KJV
     Our text is the Protoevangelium.  It is the first place in the Bible where the good news of God tells of coming victory over sin in Christ.  Jesus is the seed of the woman inferred in this prophecy.  God is the speaker here.  He is addressing Satan who had possessed the serpent in the Garden of Eden.  The scene is shortly after the fall of Adam and Eve in Sin and hence the entire human race - with one exception, that being the virgin born Messiah.  Christ did not inherit a sinful depraved nature from His earthly father.  The seed of the serpent is Satan and the spirit of anti-Christ. The Anti-Christ called the Beast in Rev.13:4 and the Man of Sin in 2Thess.2:3 has not been revealed yet and shall not be until there is a departure or catching away of Christ’s Bride first.  This is the “rapture” in theology but the spirit of anti-Christ has been active in the world for thousands of years.   The woman in our text is Eve as a symbol of the nation of Israel through whom Messiah would come.   
     I have a question for the ladies listening.  How many of you love snakes?  Most women hate snakes.  Physically speaking there is an enmity between women and snakes.  In general, I think men feel the same way.  I know one brother in the congregation who has said, “My eleventh commandment is – thou shalt not suffer a rattlesnake to live.”  The word enmity in our text is from the Hebrew ‘ey-bah.  According to Strongs #340, it means a hostile hatred between enemies and this is the first place it appears in scripture among six sightings.  Let us think for a few minutes about ‘ey-bah, (aleph, yod, beth, he) ENMITY.  As easy as it is to understand the physical enmity between snakes, and us - consider the spiritual enmity between the Spirit of Christ and the spirit of anti-Christ in the world, in the flesh and in the Devil.  Ponder this as we examine the five other places where enmity appears in the Bible. 
THE 2ND PLACE ENMITY IS USED IN THE BIBLE.  Num 35:9-28. (V.20-21) It deals with murder and capital punishment.  Notice four things.   
1. The O.T laws for murder provided Cities of Refuge to protect those who killed someone without evil intent or hostile hatred.  The manslayer is protected from the avenger of blood and must be given a fair hearing before the congregation.  V.15.  

2. If the manslayer killed with enmity, he shall be put to death by the avenger of blood.  V.16-21.  
3. If the manslayer did not kill with enmity, he can return to his city of refuge and cannot be killed by the avenger of blood.  V.22-25. 

4. If the manslayer wanders out of the city of refuge and the avenger of blood catches him and kills him the avenger of blood is not guilty of murder. V.26-28.
THE 3RD PLACE ENMITY IS USED IN THE BIBLE IS Luke 23:12.  And the same day Pilate and Herod were made friends together: for before they were at enmity between themselves. 
1. The word enmity here is from the Greek word ech-thra. According to Strong’s #2189 it means hostility, hatred and a reason for opposition.  
2. This was apparently the relationship between the Jewish King Herod Antipas and the Roman Governor Pontius Pilot in Jerusalem until the Day of the Crucifixion of Christ. They were both powerful men and as an unbelieving Jew and an unbelieving Gentile, they found common ground with the spirit of anti-Christ.   
THE 4TH PLACE ENMITY IS USED IN THE BIBLE IS Rom.8:7.  Because the carnal mind is enmity against God: for it is not subject to the law of God, neither indeed can be. 
1. Here again it is the Greek word ech-thra. Man is totally depraved.  Our depraved nature leaves us in combative enmity against God due to our sinful heart and mind.  Eph.2:1-3.  
2. The only remedy for our depraved enmity against God is the new birth. Jn.3:3-7. 

THE 5TH PLACE ENMITY IS USED IN THE BIBLE IS Eph.2:15-16.  Having abolished in his flesh the enmity, even the law of commandments contained in ordinances; for to make in himself of twain one new man, so making peace; And that he might reconcile both unto God in one body by the cross, having slain the enmity thereby: 
1. This is the Greek word ech-thra for enmity according to Strong’s # 2189.  

2.  Christ is the only remedy for our sin problem whether we are Jew or Gentile.  The ground is level at the cross and we all stand alike before God there.  1Cor.1:18. Heb.12:2.  Gal.6:14.  Phil.2:8.  
THE 6TH PLACE ENMITY IS USED IN THE BIBLE IS James 4:4.  Ye adulterers and adulteresses, know ye not that the friendship of the world is enmity with God? whosoever therefore will be a friend of the world is the enemy of God.
1. Here again it is the Greek word ech-thra.  It is a very strong word and unfortunately, it is often used appropriately for backsliding believers as James does here.   
2. As blood bought born again believers in Christ, we ought not to be at enmity with God anymore but when we yield to our spiritual enemies, we do not even look like we love God and are His children.  We must continually work on this. Jn.13:34-35. 1Jn.2:15. 1Jn.3:14.  
CONCLUSION:  Apart from the sovereign grace of God, we have a depravity problem and are enemies of God due to our hatred and hostility against Him and His perfect divine righteousness.  He is light and we are darkness.  We hate that and we fight against the fact that we are not as good as we think we are.  The amazing thing about it is that God has chosen to save a people out of the fallen race of humanity and He has purposed from all eternity to do it by His elective love in Christ.  Turn from your enmity against God in God-given repentance and by faith trust Christ as your Savior.  As a believer, follow the Lord in biblical immersion and vow to live for Him by grace according to His revealed will in the Bible.  AMEN.   
