Encouragement

1Thess.4:1.  (Pray) 

I feel the need for encouragement.  I am almost always discouraged after elections.  For the past several years, generally speaking, my candidates have not won.  My moral stand in political issues is often sidelined by the politically correct mindset of a society that has been brainwashed by a leftist bent.  Let me interject that the term politically correct is a misnomer.  Politics has to do with what is morally right or wrong and what is passed off as politically correct today is usually not morally right.  Now the word exhort in our text is from the Greek parakaloúmen.  It is a word of encouragement.  It has to do with calling God’s people to be comforted.  It is to invoke consolation.   In a recent gathering of conservative minded people following the primary election, many were lamenting that there are no good candidates to vote for anymore.  Two main thoughts were voiced.  One said, “I’m just not going to vote.”  The other said, “I’m going to vote for the lesser of two evils.”  
There was a man named Dietrich Bonhoeffer who stood up to the evils of Nazism in Germany.  He did what Christians today should be doing in regard to the evils of modern politics.  However, because he spoke out against the established powers of politics in his day he was arrested and executed. Here is a quote from him.  “Silence in the face of evil is itself evil.  God will not hold us guiltless.  Not to speak is to speak.  Not to act is to act.”  In the light of that quote, I say, “Not to vote IS to vote.”  However to vote for a lesser of two evils is to vote for evil and that I cannot see myself doing that.  So what can we do in this case?  This is what I am going to do.  I am going to continue to stand for truth and do justice.  I am going to vote to restrain as much evil as I possibly can and that is what I encourage you to do too.  Consider five points in our text.  
Be encouraged to stand with your brethren for the truth.  …we beseech you, brethren…

1. Jesus encouraged the brethren.  Matt.28:10.  Jn.20:17.  
2. The work of the Lord is done by brethren.  Acts 6:3. 16:40.  17:6. Rom.12:1.
3. It is brethren that pray in the unity of faith. Rom.15:30. 

4. Brethren identify with right and avoid them that are contrary.  Rom.16:17.

Be encouraged to stand in the faith of Christ.  …by the Lord Jesus…
1. Christ is the only way of salvation.  Acts 4:12. Jn.14:6. 

2. Christ is the standard we are to lift up.  Jn.3:14.  12:32-36.
3. Christ has the only faith worth having.  Gal.2:16, Phil.3:8-11. 

Be encouraged to walk as ye ought to walk.  … how ye ought to walk…

1. Walk in newness of life. Rom.6:4.
2. Walk after the Spirit.  Rom.8:1.

3. Walk honestly.  Rom.13:13.

4. Walk by faith. 2Cor.5:7.
5. Walk in love.  Eph.5:2.

Be encouraged to please God. …and to please God…

1. Only the saved can truly please God.  Rom.8:8-9.
2. WE do what is pleasing in God’s sight. Col.1:10, 3:20, 1Thess.2:4, 1Jn.3:22.

Be encouraged to abound more and more.  …abound more and more.  

1. Abound in brotherly love. 1Thess.4:10.
2. Abound in grace. Rom.5:20.

3. Abound in hope.  Rom.15:13.

4. Abound in everything.  2Cor.8

Conclusion:  There is much for the child of God to be encouraged about.  Let us close out with some of the most encouraging verses in the New Testament.  Jn.14:1-14. 

1 Let not your heart be troubled: ye believe in God, believe also in me. 
2 In my Father's house are many mansions: if it were not so, I would have told you. I go to prepare a place for you. 
3 And if I go and prepare a place for you, I will come again, and receive you unto myself; that where I am, there ye may be also. 
4 And whither I go ye know, and the way ye know. 
5 Thomas saith unto him, Lord, we know not whither thou goest; and how can we know the way? 
6 Jesus saith unto him, I am the way, the truth, and the life: no man cometh unto the Father, but by me. 
7 If ye had known me, ye should have known my Father also: and from henceforth ye know him, and have seen him. 
8 Philip saith unto him, Lord, shew us the Father, and it sufficeth us. 
9 Jesus saith unto him, Have I been so long time with you, and yet hast thou not known me, Philip? he that hath seen me hath seen the Father; and how sayest thou then, Shew us the Father? 
10 Believest thou not that I am in the Father, and the Father in me? the words that I speak unto you I speak not of myself: but the Father that dwelleth in me, he doeth the works. 
11 Believe me that I am in the Father, and the Father in me: or else believe me for the very works' sake. 
12 Verily, verily, I say unto you, He that believeth on me, the works that I do shall he do also; and greater works than these shall he do; because I go unto my Father. 
13 And whatsoever ye shall ask in my name, that will I do, that the Father may be glorified in the Son. 
14 If ye shall ask any thing in my name, I will do it. 

