Elisha takes the mantle of Elijah.
2Kings 2:8-15.  Pray.

Here is the story of when the prophet’s mantle of Elijah was passed on to Elisha.  Elijah was a great prophet of God but he was a man of like passion as we are.  James 5:17. The highlights of Elijah’s ministry were not highlights because of who he was but because of who his God is.  When the time came for the prophet’s mantle to be passed from Elijah to Elisha, Elisha said he wanted a double portion of the spirit of Elijah.   God blessed the ministry of Elisha with a special portion of His Spirit also.  I wonder if in our day and time we should not be asking where is the God of Garner Smith, Harold Harvey, Noel Brown, Lawrence Crawford and so on.  I long to see my ministry blessed like that of Elder Glen Tweet.  Notice some things about the ministry of Elisha and Elijah.  
ELISHA FOLLOWED ELIJAH AT GILGAL.  2Kings 2:1-2.
1. Camp Gilgal is the first place where Israel stayed when they marched into the Promised Land.  It is where Joshua set up the 12 memorial stones from the crossing of Jordan into the Promised Land.  Josh.4:19-20.  It is where the ark was kept during the campaign against Jericho.  Josh. Chapter 5 and 6:1-11.  It was one of three places where Samuel held circuit court and sacrifices were made and Saul was crowned as the 1st  King of Israel.  1Sam.7:16,   10:8, 11:14-15.  
2. But Elisha did not stay in Gilgal, he continued to follow Elijah to Bethel.
ELISHA FOLLOWED ELIJAH AT BETHEL.  2Kings 2:3-4.  
1. Bethel literally means “House of God.”  This is an ancient site where Abram offered sacrifices and Jacob used a rock for a pillow.  Gen.12:7-9, 28:11-19.  Bethel was also one of the three places where Samuel held circuit court 1Sam.7:16 and where Jereboam “made Israel to sin” after the division of the Kingdom.  1Kings 12:26- 13:2.  
2. But Elisha did not stay in a certain placed called Bethel, even though there were other prophets there.  He continued with Elijah.  

ELISHA FOLLOWED ELIJAH AT JERICHO.  2Kings 2:5-6.  
1. Jericho was the city where Rahab the harlot hid the two Israelite spies Josh.2:3-14 and the site of the first victory over the Canaanites when Israel entered the Promised Land.  Josh.6:20-25. Rahab was in the Christ line. Matt.1:5.  
2. But Elisha did not stay in Jericho, even though there was a group of prophets there.  He continued with Elijah.  
ELISHA FOLLOWED ELIJAH AT JORDAN.  2Kings 2:7.  
1. Jordan is the river springing from north of the Sea of Galilee and flows on south into the Dead Sea.  Israel crossed the Jordan to conquer the Promised Land as we have seen. It is the place in the New Testament where John the Baptist immersed Jesus at the beginning of Christ’s public ministry.  Matt.3:1-5, 13-17.  
2. After Elijah departed Elisha crossed over Jordan again with the Spirit of Elijah upon him in the witness of the Sons of the Prophets at Jericho.  2Kings 2:15-18.
A. Elisha’s ministry was confirmed to the Sons of the Prophets and he went on from there to perform more miracles.  V.18. 
B. Elisha healed the bitter water at Jericho.   V.19-22.

C. Elisha silenced the disrespectful mockers on the way to Bethel. V.23-24.

CONCLUSION:  
Elisha was not what we might call a man of tradition but he was a faithful servant of God and he stayed loyal to the landmarks that were laid down for him by Elijah.  God help us to stand without compromise today in the truth that was handed down to us by our fathers in the faith.  We might not have some of the miraculous power that the Prophets and Apostles had but we do have the same Spiritual authority that Christ gave to His very first local congregation of biblically immersed believers in the 1st century after Calvary.  God help us to preach the truth of God’s word with steadfast faithfulness trusting God the Holy Spirit to bless it to the hearts of our hearers according to His sovereign good pleasure.  If you have ears to hear, come and serve with us. AMEN.   
