Don’t Miss the Truth
Eccl 7:23-24   
All this have I proved by wisdom: I said, I will be wise; but it was far from me.  That which is far off, and exceeding deep, who can find it out? (KJV)

King Solomon was a very wise man and even he knew that when it comes to searching for the truth, it is easy to miss something.  We live in a day of advanced knowledge and amazing technology.  Who would have thought a few years ago that if you needed to know something – all would have to do is “google” it and there you would have it in a matter of minutes.  It is absolutely mind boggling to know how much information is available out there today.  As a matter of fact, there might even be times when you cannot come up with the answer you need due to “information overload.”  Be that as it may, I want to encourage you today to never give up on learning more about God and how to have a right relationship with Him.  Our title is “Don’t Miss the Truth.”  Notice three things.  
I. MANY MISS THE TRUTH BY MISUNDERSTANDING IT.

1. Unsaved evolutionists sometimes try to explain Creation by what they call “Theistic Evolution.”  They misunderstand that Creation and Evolution are diametrically opposed teachings on origins.  Gen.1:1-31.

A. Creationists see that the Eternal God spoke time, space and matter into existence out of nothing and all of His creation work was done in six literal days.  Ex.20:11, Ex.31:16-17.
B. Evolutionists speculate that matter is eternal and that somehow by freakish deformation and mutation it evolved into a brilliant man that dreamed up the idea of god.  Rom.1:18-25.  Don’t miss the truth on this.
2. Unsaved religionists often try to tell us how to get to heaven by a man made ISM.  They misunderstand that works and grace are diametrically opposed teachings on the way of salvation.  Eph.2:8-10.  

A. Religionists insist on earning salvation by works.  Rom.4:1-5. 
B. Bible believers see that we are justified by grace through faith.  Tit.3:5-7, Rom.5:1-6, 9-11, 8:29-31, Gal.2:16, 3:9-11.  Don’t miss the truth on this.
II. MANY MISS THE TRUTH BY MISAPPLYING IT. 

1. Confused Arminians and Pelagians try to teach a man centered salvation.  They misunderstand the holy nature of God and the fallen nature of man.
A. God is sovereign in all things including salvation. Dan.4:35, Ps.135:5-6, Ps.110:3, Ps.18:30-31, 50:1-6. 
B. Man is spiritually dead in trespasses and sin.  Eph.2:1-5.  

2. Confused Papists and Universalists try to teach their idea of one “church”.   They misapply the New Testament word ekklesia.  It is a fitly framed corporate assembly with authority to do its mission, a local visible congregation.  Don’t miss the truth on this.  
A. Jesus fitly framed His congregation during His earthly ministry and authorized it as an institution to do a three fold mission until His return. Matt. 16:18, 28:18-20.  
B. After the ascension of Christ, the members of this local congregation were scattered everywhere by persecution and wherever they went, duly authorized congregations after the same pattern were fitly framed and they in turn continued on with the same pattern establishing more true local congregations of the Lord Jesus Christ according to the landmarks of God’s word.  Acts 8:1, Acts 9:1-31. Note the plurality of congregations by this time.  The one true church idea is one of the doctrines of men.  Biblical truth teaches that Christ has many true congregations in the world.  Don’t miss the truth on this.
III. MANY MISS THE TRUTH BY MISFILING IT. 

1. Out of sight – out of mind.  It is so easy to get so filled up with things of the world that before you know it, you have missed Christ.  Jn.14:6.

A. Don’t misfile your Bible.  Ps.119:11.

B. Don’t misfile praying.  Eph.6:18, Micah 7:7 Therefore I will look unto the LORD; I will wait for the God of my salvation: my God will hear me. 

C. Don’t misfile Godly friends and relatives. Prov.18:24, 
D. Don’t misfile Worship in God’s House.  1Tim.3:15.  Don’t miss important spiritual truth that you desperately need today.
CONCLUSION:  So we see that even in this age of enlightenment and super informative data from every which way, it is still easy to miss important truth and the most important truth of all is spiritual truth that has to do with the eternal destiny of your immortal soul.  We point you to Christ today and urge you to receive Him as Lord and Saviour.     

                                                                 AMEN.  
