Do no sin against the child.
Gen.42:3-22.  Pray)

Years ago Brother Harold Harvey was here and preached a message for us on “The Little Ones.”  It was a blessing.  Sometimes we neglect the spiritual welfare of our children and I want us to think about that today.  Our text is from the story of Joseph.  The key verse is verse 22.  Wicked King Herod killed the children around Bethlehem in the early days of Christ’s childhood.  That was terrible but America is just as guilty with our abortion clinics and the child abuse that goes on.  Certainly these are atrocious things but it is also a horrible crime to “morally murder” a child. How do you do that?  By constantly submitting them to profanity, drunkenness, sexual lewdness, open drug abuse, disrespect for law and order and any other form of rebellion against authority.  According to the story of Joseph back in Gen.37:1-28, there are three ways to sin against a child.  
I. SLAY HIM.  (Gen.37:19-20) How do we do this today?
1. Abortion and physical murder.  NO!  Lk.17:1-2. 

2. It’s deadly to not train them in good and to let them learn sin. 
3. Don’t deny Bible training.  They get enough evil teaching everywhere. 

A.  Evolution. B. Secular humanism. C. No prayer or Bible in school etc. 

II. CAST HIM INTO A PIT IN THE WILDERNESS. (Gen.37:22)

1.  Even the godly are guilty here.  Remember Bro. Prater’s story about the     


boy that was asking questions and his Hardshell Parent kept interrupting 


with “Maybe it’s not his time.”   He died without Christ.  
2.  Don’t try to put spiritual things off until later.  (Don’t put them out of sight 
or under the care of others.  They are YOUR responsibility)

3.  
We should seek the salvation of our children as soon as possible.Lk.18:16.


III. SELL HIM.  (Gen.37:26-27)

1. Don’t forsake the Sabbath for sports and other secular things.  

A. School is great but Geography won’t teach them the way to heaven and Math won’t take away their sins or add to their spirituality. Matt.7:9-11, 6:31-33. 


      2.  Jesus is the way.  Not some religious system of some kind.  Devotions.

      3.  Promote real Christian fellowship and discourage worldly relationships. 


      4.  Maintain Godly discipline and oppose sin.  


CONCLUSION:  Joseph was like an ugly duckling in Jacob’s nest but he turned out to be a beautiful swan for God.  The sovereign grace of God can overcome all odds.  Do not sin against the child.  Do that which is right. Train him in the way he should go.  Pray for him or her.  Remember, they are like clay on a potter’s wheel.  Seek God’s wisdom to mold them and fashion their character into Godly citizens.  Ask God to put His hand to work on them.  We long to see our young people come forward in the congregation and take a stand for truth.  Come as we sing.  AMEN.  2/83, 11/86, 10/95, 2/11.  
