Defending Doctrine

1Tim.3:15.  (Pray)                                                                               6-80, 9-92, 8-12.           
It is a noble thing to stand for the truth of the Word of God.  (Acts 17:10-12)  It is the scriptural duty of us all - as members of a true New Testament congregation.  We are responsible to obey the commission given by Christ to His very first local church and all those that came from her down to this day.  This wicked world is full of crazy crackpots and religious racketeers.  There are literally thousands of false prophets roaming the world with great sophisticated organizations behind them.  Even some well meaning Christians have been led off the track on certain things and are in turn - aiding in the deception of others.  (2Tim.3:1-7, 4:1-4, Col.2:8, 1Jn.4:1-5, 2Jn.1:7-11, Jude 1:4, 2Pet.2:1-3, Rom.16:17-18)  The Bible warns us time and again about these things and exhorts us to defend the truth against all error, lifting up Christ, even if we feel unable to do so.  (1Cor.1:10-17, 26-31, 2:1-5)                 
Think about some of the false teachings promoted in a bold and popular way today that often seem to be accepted as gospel truth by a deceived world.  There are teachings like Secular Humanism, Evolution, Feminism, Abortion, Same Sex Unions, and New Age teachings.  Society has many other doctrinal or moral apostasies today.  There are things like Sinless Perfection, Baptismal Regeneration, Decisional Regeneration, General Atonement, Universal Church and others.  
Sometimes things can be presented in a way that might sound pretty good at first.  Perhaps a scripture is used a little out of context and apart from the teaching of the Bible in other places.  Take care what you hear and how you listen.  As we prepare for another week of serving the lord, consider three little examples of things you could hear.

1. There is no need to confess your sins because they were all forgiven past present and future, back when you were saved.  
A.  1Jn.1:9.  Judicial forgiveness is once for all.  Parental forgiveness is daily.  Christians are born into and adopted into the family of God.  That shall never change.  You cannot sin your way out of it.  God is your heavenly Father, if you are truly saved, and that relationship is forever.  As a weak child of God, when you stumble and fall into sin, your relationship to God is the same but your fellowship with Him needs repair and that comes by confessing your sin and continuing to trust Him.  
2.  Never say or pray “If it be thy will. Be bold, know and do the will of God.”

A.  I wish we could but… James 4:15, 1Cor.16:7, Matt.26:39.  

3. You should always praise God and thank Him for everything.  

A.  Well here again, the Bible does not teach that.  We do not thank Him or praise                                                                                                                    Him for sin.  God hates sin and we should too.  1Thess.5:18.  There is a big difference between giving thanks IN everything and FOR everything.  

Conclusion:  Let us all be on guard against error and especially stand for what the Bible teaches about Salvation.  Are you saved?  Repent and believe the gospel now.  AMEN.  
