Dealing with the Joy Robbers
Philippians 1:1-6.  (Pray)

One of the key words in the book of Philippians is JOY.  The joy of the Lord is a thing that every believer ought to enjoy abundantly.  The Devil doesn’t like it when we are happy in the Lord.  Satan often tries to rob us of our joy.  Let us notice some ways that he tries to do that and consider the biblical ways to defend against his attacks in this area.  We will look at four joy robbers and the best way to defend against them.

I.  The First Joy Robber is Circumstances.  Philippians Ch. 1.

1. V.13. Circumstances are things that happen, like: mechanical breakdowns, financial strain, health problems, lost articles of importance, etc.
2. How are you doing – doing under the circumstances?  

II. God’s solution to discouraging circumstances is the Single Mind. V.19-20. 

1. We need to be determined to serve the Lord with gladness no matter what and praise Him for His grace and the supply of the Spirit of Christ. 

2. As always, so now – Christ shall be magnified in my life.  Rom.12:1-2. 

III. The Second Joy Robber is People.  Philippians Ch.2.

1. Don’t you know someone who seems to rub you the wrong way?  V.1-2. 

2. Satan often uses those closest to you to try and rob your joy.  

IV. God’s solution to discouraging people is the Submissive Mind.  V.3-4. 

1. God help us to humble ourselves and fight off pride.  Almost everyone can do SOMETHING better than you can do it.  Major on the positive points of people.
2. Remember, Christ was wronged on the cross but He endured it for God’s glory.  Follow Him.  

V. The Third Joy Robber is Things.  Philippians Ch. 3. 

1. Don’t get wrapped up in material wealth or even religious status symbols. V.7-8.

2. Things are like: jobs, school, hobbies, social life, and even religious things. 

3. Remember the difference between fun, happiness and joy.  Fun is flesh related. Happiness is a temporary gratification in your mind, but JOY is an eternal thing in your inner most being.

VI. God’s solution to discouraging things is the Spiritual Mind.  V.13-14. 

1. After salvation we should WIN Christ like the owner of a mine wins the ore in it.

2. We need to KNOW Him by growing in grace.  

VII. The Fourth Joy Robber is Worry.  Philippians Ch. 4. 

1. God would not have us to be anxious about anything.  V.6.
2. Concern is different than worry.  Worry is a lack of faith.  Believe God! 

3. God is still on His throne.  Have faith.  V.19. 

VIII. God’s solution to worry is the Secure Mind.  V.13. 

1. A Secure Mind comes with right praying. V.6.

2. A Secure Mind comes with right thinking.  V.8.

3. A Secure Mind comes with right living.  V.9.

Conclusion:  These are only some of the things that Satan uses to rob us of our joy.  We should never let him have that satisfaction.  God’s people are a joyful people.  (Phil.4:4, 3:1, 2:14-18, and 1:25-26) First of all, you need to make sure you know Jesus Christ as your personal Saviour.  You will know true peace and joy until then.  If you are saved, strive to maintain a mind like Christ’s.  Have a single mind, a submissive mind, a spiritual mind and a secure mind.  AMEN.  9/87, 1/93, 2/11.  
