Church Safety and Security
Ps 140:4  Keep me, O Lord, from the hands of the wicked; preserve me from the violent man; who have purposed to overthrow my goings. KJV

There is a lot of news about the murder of nine worshipers in a church in North Carolina this week.  Coincidently, we received mail from Code4.com promoting a Church Safety & Security Seminar for only $99.99 per person.  This all impressed upon me a desire to preach on the subject.  It has become a serious problem for many people but let me remind you of what we learned in last week’s sermon on Fighting the Good Fight.  Our battle, as a true New Testament Congregation of Christ, is a Spiritual Warfare.  Eph.6:12.  For we wrestle not against flesh and blood, but against principalities, against powers, against the rulers of the darkness of this world, against spiritual wickedness in high places.  Now, most of you know that I am not only a Pastor but I am also a sheepdog.  That means I sense a duty to protect those I love.  That is you.  Other sheepdogs in the flock feel the same way.  I personally have had the best training in the world on the safe and proper use of firearms and I’m legally licensed to carry a pistol as a responsibly armed citizen.  There is a good possibility that I am armed and that should not be frightening to anyone who does not have evil intentions. 
However, as I looked at the agenda of the Church Safety & Security Seminar mailed to me this week, I saw how many of the physical threats against us are parallel to spiritual threats also.  Pardon the terminology but using some of the bullet points in the seminar’s promotional literature, let us look at things from a different perspective. Notice 5 points. 
CURRENT THREATS AND TRENDS.  There’s nothing new under the sun. Eccl.1:9.
1. Man is Totally Deprave.  Eph.2:1-3. It has been that way since Eden. 
2. Man is unreasonable, whether a Muslim, a maniac, a doper or a dumb thug.  They must be stopped both physically and spiritually. Ps.10:12-15. 2Cor.5:17.
BALANCING SECURITY AND MINISTRY.  Have faith and Go by grace. Eph.2:8-10.
1. Churches and Christians must be balanced. Josh.1:7, Matt.7:14. 

A. God does all things well and He would have His children to do the same.  Mk.7:37, Lev.19:35-37. 
B. God’s Security is our Defense.  Our Rock and High Tower. Ps.18:2.
C. God’s Ministry is our work.  The best Defense is a good offense.  Let us press on in faith and holiness by His sovereign grace. 2Tim.4:1-5. 

PROTECTING THE CHILDREN’S MINISTRY. Suffer the children to come. Lk.18:16.
1. We will protect children from perverts. (Physically & Spiritually) Dt.1:38-39    
2. We will provide children with precious promises.  Matt.18:14. Acts 2:39.
PROTECTING AGAINST PREDITORS.  We live in perilous times. 2Tim.3:1. 
1. Beware of physical danger.  Some wolves in N. Idaho are bigger than bears. They hunt in packs and are very dangerous. There are also anti-social human deviants that are just as dangerous in our society. Be ready.  Lk.22:35-40. 
2. Beware of spiritual danger. Some of the most dangerous wolves are spiritual wolves in sheep’s clothing.  Matt.7:15-17. 2Pet.2:1-3. 1Jn.4:1-6.
SITUATIONAL AWARENESS.  Ye can discern the face of the sky… Matt.16:2-3.
1. For physical safety, it is good to use all your senses to avoid danger.  Have you heard of the 5 color code of safety awareness?
A. White. Duh, unaware & oblivious to any possible danger.

B. Yellow. Comfortable & relaxed with an intuitive awareness of safety.

C. Orange. You see potential trouble & mentally prepare for it.(if then)
D. Red. A threat has occurred and now the Stuff is Hitting the Fan.  

E. Black.  You and/or your loved ones are dead or severely injured. 

2. For spiritual safety, it is best to live under God’s authority. Pr.18:10.
A. Spiritual white is darkness. Jn.8:12.
B. Spiritual yellow is living by faith and ready to serve.  Acts 26:16-18. 
C. Spiritual orange is using divine discernment about choices. Phil.3:1-2.
D. Spiritual red is STANDING clad in the armour of God.  Eph.6:13-18.
E. Spiritual black is complete failure.  Jn.13:21-30. 
CONCLUSION:  God is still on His throne and we must continue to press on in faith according to His revealed will (in scripture).  Day by day, things are getting darker and darker in our society.  Violent crime against Christians has skyrocketed around the world. Even here in America, with the attitude of our government and it’s media, in the last 8 years, violence against Christians has increased more than 400% according to a recent statistic.  It appears that we may be entering the “beginning of sorrows” just before the time of “Jacob’s trouble.”  Be alert.  Be ready.  Jesus is coming soon but He said, “Occupy till I come.”  Amen.  
