Characteristics of Christ’s Sheep

Jn.10:25-30.  Pray.  
You may like this or you may not like this but it is Bible.  One of the clearest things in scripture is the fact that the elect of God the Father, were given to Christ the Eternal Son of God.  Jesus called them His sheep and in the context of this chapter, He states something very plainly.  There is a distinct difference between those that are His sheep and those that are not His sheep.  The crowning distinction between the sheep of Christ and others is how Christ knows them and they believe Him and follow Him.  The non-sheep remain in unbelief where as the sheep are bought and paid for by the blood of Christ.  When the Holy Spirit makes the Gospel of Christ real in their heart they repent of their sins and, by faith, trust Christ and Him alone as their only hope of salvation.  Let us take a few minutes to consider some of the “Characteristics of Christ’s Sheep.”  
CHRIST’S SHEEP ARE LOST UNTIL HE FINDS THEM.  Lk.19:10. 

1. The elect were born totally depraved the same as others. Eph.2:1-5.
2. The elect are born sinners the same as others. Rom.3:9-18.

3. The elect become justified by faith.  Rom.5:1-2, 6-9.  

CHRIST’S SHEEP BECOME NEW CREATURES IN HIM.  2Cor.5:17. 
1. The sheep are given a heart to love the things of God.  Acts 16:

2. The sheep are given eyes & ears to see and hear with. Dt.29:4, Ezek.12:2, Prov.20:12.  Mk.4:9-12. 
3. The sheep become partakers of the Divine Nature. 2Pet.1:2-8.  

(1) They add virtue to their faith. V5, 

(2) They add knowledge to their virtue. V.5.
(3) They add temperance to their knowledge. V.6.

(4) They add patience to their temperance.  V.6.

(5) They add godliness to their patience.  V.6.  

(6) They add brotherly kindness to their godliness. V.7.

(7) They add charity to their brotherly kindness.  V.7.  

4. The sheep are neither barren nor unfruitful in the knowledge of Christ. V.8.  

CHRIST’S SHEEP ARE RIGHT WITH GOD FROM THE INSIDE OUT. Rom.7:22. 
1. The saved do not walk after the flesh.  Rom.8:1-5. 

2. The saved will walk in humility & self-denial. Rom. 15:1-7. Phil.2:3-8.

3. The saved will walk in true Godly love.  1Cor.13.1-13.

4. The saved will follow the Lord in holy obedience. 1Pet.1:13-16.

(1) After salvation comes biblical immersion.
A.  Acts 2:42, 8:12, 8:36-38, 9:18, and 18:8. 

CONCLUSION:   The Father gave the sheep to His Son and the Son died in their place. Was buried and rose again.  The Holy Spirit makes the message of salvation clear and plain to the sheep.  Have your heard the gospel and do you believe it in your heart?  Repent and Trust Christ as you Savior.  He will make all things new.  Follow Him! 
