Building a House of God

Ezra 2:68-3:13.

Back in December of ’79 before we organized into a church, I preached a message with this title.  We know that the Bible teaches in the New Testament that Jesus Christ built HIS church during His earthly ministry and THAT is the only true house of God now.  We believe our church is a true church of the Lord Jesus Christ.  We have the right head and founder, the right heritage, the right doctrine and practice.  God has blessed us in many ways but we still long to see this work grow and prosper in everyway that it can.  We are still in the business of building a House of God.  For us to remain serious in this business we need at least five things that Ezra had in his day when he was building the Temple in Jerusalem. 

I. THE WORKERS.  Ezra 2:68-69.

1.  Men who will be the head of their homes and offer freely for the house of the Lord.  Women and children who take their proper place in the family and public worship services are a great asset in any work for God.  

II. THE WARM HARMONY OF UNITY.  Ezra 2:70 & 3:1.

1.  Teamwork is needed among ministers, singers, woodcutters and water boys.  We must work together as one.  This is the way it is to be in the local church and it can also be this way among sister churches.  There is really no need for any other organizations when true churches start to work together in harmony.  

III. THE WORSHIPERS.  Ezra 3:2-4.

1.  We need worshipers who will be faithful and consistent in attendance and in living for God “everyday” even in the face of hostility.  

      IV.        THE WILLING GIVERS.  Ezra 3:5-7.

1.  Even when no progress is visible we still need meat, drink and oil and we will NOT do it with government money.  If things keep going the way they are going there will come a day when all the Faith Based Humanitarian Agencies in our land will be required to do what the government says rather than what the Bible says because the government will have total control of all their purse strings.  
V.       THE WORK OF PRAISE.  Ezra 3:8-13.

1.  There is a time and a place for singing, praying, preaching, shouting and dinner on the grounds.  We have had some wonderful meetings in the past.  We ought to long for those things here again.  Not just on special occasions but wouldn’t it be great to have a full house every Lord’s day?  AMEN!  We should work to that end.   

Conclusion:  Let us remember to maintain our separation and purity because there are adversaries out there.  Ezra 4:1-4.  We must demand that our members be born again and Scripturally baptized.  We must stay doctrinally straight and morally straight.  How is it with you?  Are you in the kind of spiritual shape you should be?  Now is the time to get your heart right with God and help us in our Building a House of God here in this place and time.  AMEN.  12/84, 6/90, 11/97, 7/08, 1/12. 
