Bible Shun Words

Lam.3:26.  Pray.

Salvation is a great Bible word.  It is a thing that we should hope and quietly wait for, according to our text.  I was talking with a brother at the recent Bible Conference about redemption.  This is a Bible word with special significance.  According to Webster’s Standard Thesaurus, it is a noun that deals with regeneration, salvation, rebirth and rescue.  We will talk more about that in a moment.  I had another message prepared for today but this thought about redemption  and some of the other “shun” words of the Bible has been on my mind ever since the conference.  Let us consider some of these “shun” words for the sake of clarity and pray for God’s grace as we think on them for a few moments.  The first of seven Bible “shun” words is election.
ELECT-SHUN.  Rom.9:11.
1. Election is something God the Father did in eternity before the foundation of the world and it is a done deal.  Eph.1:4.  

2. Election is like a lay-away plan.  When you see something in a store that you want, you can put it on lay-away and later pay the price for it and pick it up at will-call.  Perhaps this is too simple but it is one way to understand election. 
REDEMPT-SHUN.  Rom.3:24-26.  
1. Redemption is God the Son paying the price for what the Father put on lay-away.  We have been bought, body and soul, by the blood of Christ.  As far as the purchased price is concerned, it is a done deal.  We sing the songs “I Have Been Redeemed” and “Redeemed by the Blood of the Lamb.”  
A. As a side note, Consider the trichotomy of man.  Some of us may be as dumb as a rock but we are better than a rock.  We are an animate being and we are better than the wild beasts of the wilderness and even the domestic beasts of the barnyard and home.  Why?  It is because we were made in the image of God.  Man is created uniquely different.  We are not mere animals.  
B. Animals are dichotomous beings.  They have a material part (body) and an immaterial part (spirit).  As physical living beings, they have no consciousness of God. Animals have certain natural instincts but they do not worship the true God or even false gods as men do. We have a God consciousness. Animals do not.  
C. God is a triune being (Father, Son & Holy Spirit) and man is a triune being (body, soul & spirit).  1Thess.5:23.  Back to redemption.  
2. Redemption was paid for completely by Christ on the cross at Calvary.  Our redemption was purchased by the atonement of the Lamb of God.  It is secure because He went to check out at the cross.  Heb.9:12.
3. Redemption claims our soul when we are born again.  Jn.3:3.  The price was paid but the purchased possession must be claimed.  Eph.1:12-14. 
4. Redemption claims our body at the first resurrection and rapture. This is a future aspect of redemption for believers.  Lk.21:28.  Rom.8:22-23.  
REGENERA-SHUN.  Titus 3:5. 

1. Regeneration is the Holy Spirit of God using the gospel of Christ’s redemption to give us spiritual life and make us new creatures in Christ.  1Pet.1:23.  Jn.3:5-7.

2. Regeneration is like when the Holy Spirit puts the seal on the Father’s election and the Son’s redemption.  Eph.1:13 …sealed with the Holy Spirit of promise.  

SALVA-SHUN.  Ps.3:8.
1. Salvation is a comprehensive word.  It deals with many different aspects of our lives and we often claim it as ours but in reality, it is God’s.  Ex.14:13, 15:2, Ps.13:5, 14:7, and many more.
2. Salvation is the eternal plan of the triune God in election, redemption and regeneration and from the human point of view; there are three tenses to it.  (past, present & future)  Eph.1:5-12, 18-21. The last three “shun” words deal with the three tenses of salvation.
JUSTIFICA-SHUN.  Rom.4:24-25.  
1. Justification is the past tense of our salvation.  Believers were justified in the sight of God by faith when we trusted Christ as our Savior. Rom.5:1. 
SANCTIFICA-SHUN.  1Thess.4:3-4.
1. Sanctification is the present tense of salvation.  There is a sense in which all three persons of the Godhead have to do with our sanctification.  Another word for sanctification is “set apart”.  The Father set us apart in election; the Son set us apart in redemption and the Holy Spirit set us apart in regeneration.  1Pet.1:2.
2. Sanctification, from a practical point, is when believers grow in grace and knowledge of the Lord.  2Tim.2:21-22.  2Pet.3:17-18. 
GLORIFICA-SHUN.  Rom.8:30.
1. Glorification is the future tense of our salvation.  Rom.8:16-21.  

2. Glorification is when we get our resurrected bodies like unto the Lord.  1Cor.15:50-54, Phil.3:20-21, 1Jn.3:2.
CONCLUSION:  Let us rejoice in the sovereign grace of God.  It is a marvelous thing how the triune God of the Bible has worked grace in the heart and the life of a people He has chosen unto Himself.  The Father put us on lay-away, the Son paid the price to buy us, and the Holy Spirit put the final seal on the deal when He regenerated us and granted to us the grace to repent and believe the gospel.  The Gospel of Christ is the power of God unto salvation.  If you are a believer, give God the glory and praise Him in a public way for His sovereign grace.  After salvation, the first thing to do as a believer is to follow the Lord in biblical immersion and start serving Him the bible way in a true New Testament congregation.  Come as we sing in closing.  AMEN.  
