Behold the Bridegroom Cometh!
John 14:1-3.  Pray.

In our text, the Lord is comforting His congregation after the last supper, as they make their way to Gethsemane. He had just alluded to His death (13:33 & 36) but was using an analogy of the Jewish wedding customs to comfort them.  

According to an article on marriage in “The Universal Jewish Encyclopedia”, this is the way a Jewish wedding goes.  1.  The groom leaves his father’s house to go where the bride is to pay a price for her.  2.  When the price is paid a betrothal covenant is made and they are considered to be husband and wife.  3.  The bride and the groom drink from a cup of wine as a symbol that the betrothal relationship was established.  4.  The groom returns to his father’s house to make ready a place for them while the bride prepares herself for marriage.  5.  After the period of separation, when the father says it is time, the groom returns with his best man and escorts to redeem his bride.  6.  Although she was expecting him, the bride never knew the exact time of his return, so, his arrival was always preceded with a shout.  7.  After the shout, the bride and her attendants would accompany the groom and his escorts back to his father’s house where they found the wedding guests assembled for the wedding.  8.  Upon their arrival at the wedding, the couple is escorted to the bridal chamber where, in the privacy of that place, the marriage is consummated by their physical union for the first time.  9.  After this, the grooms men and the brides maids announce to the guests the consummation of the marriage and then begins seven days of feasting and making merry.  10.  Finally, at the end of the seven days, the groom will bring his bride out of the bridal chamber, with her veil now off, for all to see clearly, just exactly who his bride is.  Ponder these ten points from the Jewish Encyclopedia seriously with me, as we think about what the New Testament says about Christ and His Bride.  What a love.  How amazing.  
I. Scripture teaches that only the N.T. church is Christ’s Bride.  
            Eph.5:22-27. 

1. Did not Jesus leave His Father’s house about 2000 years ago and purchase His Bride with His own Blood?  1Pet.1:18-21, 1Cor.6:19-20. 

2. The same night Jesus made the promise of Jn.14, He established an ordinance that symbolizes His covenant with His Bride.  LK.22:14-20, 1Cor.11:23-26.
II. We are living in the period of separation.  Jn.6:62, 14:2-3, & 20:17.

1. Acts 1:9-11, Matt.24.36. 

III. The Groom and His escorts could come for the Bride and her handmaids at any moment.  1Thess.4:13-17.

1. Matt. 24:37-44 and chapter 25:1-13.  

IV. The 7 day Marriage Feast corresponds to the 7 year tribulation.  

1. In Heaven – the Bema Seat Judgment & Marriage Supper.  Rom.14:10-12, Rev.21:9-13.  

2. On Earth – The Wrath of God & the reign of the Anti-Christ.  Rev.16:1… 13:1-2, & 1Jn.2:18. 

V. Will you be in the Bride?  

1. Many teach that salvation puts you in the bride but that is not so according to the Bible.  Salvation makes you a subject in God’s Kingdom and a member of God’s Family. Col. 1:10-16, Eph.3:14-15.

2. Only those in a true N.T. church can qualify as a candidate for the Bride of Christ and even they must guard against defilement. 2Cor.11:1-3.  
3. Look also at Heb.12:22-24 for another distinction between the church of the first born and just men made perfect.  

Conclusion:  Be SAVED, in Christ alone.  Be SCRIPTURALLY immersed, in Christ’s congregation alone, and Be STEADFAST in the faith Jude 1:2.  The Lord’s congregation is the pillar and ground of the truth (the faith). Eph.3:21.     AMEN.  
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