The Truth About Baptism
Matt. 17: 9-13. (Pray) 

Most of those in the ranks of Christendom today are not truly baptized.  I realize that a comment like that is not well received by most people and I thought that we might do well to show from the Bible why, although it will be fought against and disclaimed by many gainsayers, we must embrace it as truth and not compromise or back away from it in the least.  In beginning a discussion on New Testament Baptism, we must begin with John the Baptist.  John the Baptist prepared the material that Christ used to build His church. The disciples were well aware of this. V.13. 
Notice three things:   

I. HEAVENLY AUTHORITY CAME DOWN VERTICALLY ONCE FOR BAPTISM

1. John was sent from God to baptize. (Jn 1:6, 26-36)

2. Jesus built His church during His earthly ministry out of the material prepared by John. (Matt 16:13-18, Lk 6:12-16, Matt 28:16-20)

3. Remember what a New Testament church is.  The Greek word for church is ekklesia.  It is a local visible assembly of baptized believers that is fitly framed and authorized to do the will of Christ.  

II. HEAVENLY AUTHORITY IS PASSED ON NOW - HORIZONTALLY 

1. After our Lords resurrection His church in Jerusalem organized other assemblies of like faith. (Acts 1:8, 8:4, and 9:31.)  There is a NT pattern for church work.

2. Those true churches in like fashion did the same thing the first church did. (Acts 13:1-3, 14:23-27, 15:3-4)

3. This New Testament pattern has been followed and preserved according to credible historic records. (1Tim 1:15-17) See our heritage on the TLBC web page.

4. One common message that was preached by all of these was the resurrection. (Acts 13: 16-39) This is an excellent Bible survey filled with the gospel. 

5. Baptism pictures the resurrection. (Rom 6:3-11) The conditions for baptism are: a believer, immersion, as a picture of what saves not for but because of salvation, and by an administrator with proper Authority.     More about that in a moment.

III. HEAVENLY AUTHORITY IS THE NEW TESTAMENT WAY OF SERVICE        
1. After your profession of faith in Christ, your 1st act of obedience is scriptural baptism. It is John’s baptism or it is nothing. Jn 1:7,29-33, & Matt 3:1-17.         
2. Scriptural baptism must have at least 4 scriptural requirements.  

A. Scriptural Actor:  Only a believer.  Acts 2:41, Acts 8: 36-37, 16: 29-33.  

B. Scriptural Act: Only Immersion.   Baptize is a transliterated word from the Greek word baptizo which literally means to dip or immerse.  Matt. 3: 16, Rom. 6: 4.                        

C. Scriptural Aim:  Only a pictorial ordinance.   It is not a saving sacrament but simply a figure of what truly does save.  Rom. 6: 5, 1Pet. 3: 21.  

D. Scriptural Authority:  Only with scriptural NT church authority.  God authorized John to baptize.  Nobody else had the right to do that at that time.  That authority was passed on to Christ and His local visible NT church.  Only fitly framed NT churches can grant authority for baptism and the other work of the Great Commission.  The Great Commission was given to the disciples as an institution (the church that Jesus built) not as individuals.  If it were only given to them as individuals, it died when they died.  Neither the great whore nor her harlot daughters, nor self-centered independent individual renegades nor any of the false cults can do any genuine works for God according to the great commission.  They may go through some religious motions and produce a counterfeit facsimile of what a scriptural NT church is to do but it all shall be pronounced bogus by God in the end.  True salvation is in Christ alone and true service is in Christ’s church alone.  
3. After baptism, you serve under heavenly authority in one of the Lords local autonomous bodies and not in some so-called universal church. Matt 16:18, Eph 3:21.    
4. When it comes to individual Christian fellowship, our guide is Agape (Christian charity). Rom 12:3-10.  We ought to be Christ like in our dealings one with another, even to the point of self-sacrifice, but not to the point of compromising Gods Word.                
5. The line of fellowship between churches is drawn at recognition of local church authority, doctrine and practice. Acts 15: 22-23. 

Conclusion:  Jesus commissioned His church to preach & teach His all things. Matt 28:18.  If we may sum it up in three points, it is: 
1. The true gospel is Christ alone for salvation. Jn 14:6
2. True baptism is the kind Jesus had at the hands of an authorized Baptist preacher. Jn 1:32-34
3. True service after salvation and baptism is in one of The Lords true churches. 1Tim 3:15   AMEN.  3/13.  


