Are You Clean?
Jn. 13:1-17.  (Pray)

The bible says a lot about being clean.  The Jews had rituals for ceremonial cleansing.  Lev. 11 deals with clean and unclean food, chapter 12 deals with cleansing of women after childbirth, and chapter 13 and 14 deals with cleansing from leprosy.  Read Lev.15:1-15.  God is very interested in the cleanliness of His people.  Jesus physically washed the feet of the disciples in our text.  That was a common custom and this was not the institution of a new church ordinance.  He was simply using this act to teach a spiritual lesson to His followers.  Jn. 13:12-15.  How is it with you today?  Are you clean?  Let us consider the question from three view points. 
I.     Physically Speaking.  

1.  God does not approve of the unclean.  Check a concordance for the number of 
verses on this subject.  (Too numerous to list here)


2.  Society does not approve of the unclean.  Check the ads on TV and in 
publications.  Nobody likes bad breath, body odor, dandruff and so on.  


3.  Ordinarily it is not hard to take a bath, brush your teeth, comb your hair, and 
change your clothes properly.  We should all develop habits that are clean and 
shun what is not clean.  This is only speaking physically. 
II.    Morally Speaking.  


1.  As important as physical cleanliness is to both God and society we dare not 
forget the importance of Moral Cleanliness.  Matt.23:25-26.


2.  Who wants a clean cut criminal for a neighbor?  (Thieves, drunks, dopers, 
rapists, queers, child molesters and murderers) Nobody wants to be around that 
kind of people no matter how clean they are physically.  Creeps are usually filthy 
but don’t be fooled by mere outward cleanliness.  Jer.17:9.
III.   Spiritually Speaking. 


1.  The heart of the “Are you clean” question is the spiritual condition.  
Immorality breeds dirt and unclean morals spring from a corrupt spiritual 
condition.  Matt. 15:18-20. 


2.  The most important cleansing one can ever have is that spiritual cleansing of 
the New Birth.  Job.14:4, 25:4, Ps.51:10, Tit.3:5.

3.  Only the blood of Christ can cleans from sin.  Heb.9:11-14, 22-26, 1Jn.1:6-7,  
1Pet.1:18-19.  

Conclusion:  No. 1.  Make sure your heart is cleansed from sin.  That is Salvation. Matt. 8:1-3.  Leprosy is a type of sin in the Bible.  You can have your sins cleansed the same way this leper had his leprosy cleansed.  Come to Jesus trusting Him to have mercy on you.  No. 2.  If your are saved, act like it- look like it – walk like it – talk like it – smell like it – and LIVE like it.  AMEN.  4/83, 11/87, 11/95, 8/2011.  
