Apostolic Evangelism
Acts 8:3-4.  PRAY.
     We are thankful for the recent and distant blessings of God on this congregation. We have been blessed of God.  Our God has shown us His love and we love Him because He first loved us.  He has had mercy and compassion on us as individual believers and revealed to us our lost condition apart from His salvation.  He has granted to us the gifts of repentance and faith and he has set us in one of His true New Testament congregations.  We, as the local corporate body of Christ, ought to desire to serve God according to His sovereign grace and according to the old landmarks and pattern laid out for us in the New Testament.  We are different from all the false religions in the world.  We are different from even the man made institutions in modern Christendom.   With the burning desire to see souls saved both locally and in our worldwide outreach, let us agree not to follow the ways of modern evangelism but to go to our founder and His immediate followers and consider “Apostolic Evangelism.”  Consider 3 points. 
I. THE APOSTOLIC PROGRAM.
1. The Program Perturbed both religious & civil powers. Acts 8:3. There was no separation of church and state in apostolic times and preaching the simplicity of Christ brought persecution upon the believers.  Religious & civil worldlings always hate those who reject their mandates.  This has been true for over 20 centuries.  
2. The Program Pushed forward to other places.  Acts 8:4a.  Persecution has often been the reason why N.T. congregations have moved to other locations. We have met in homes, Josephene’s 6th Ave. Studio, The American Conservatory of Music, the house on McKinley, and now here.  We can always expect opposition from unsaved people.
3. The Program Perpetuated the preaching of God’s word.  Acts 8:4b.  Our goal has always been to stay with the old landmarks and the N.T. pattern in our ministry.  Religious & civil powers continually seek to remove the landmarks, violently remove flocks and the spiritual food they preach.  Job 24:1-2.  
II. THE APOSTOLIC ZEAL.

1. The Zeal filled the hearts of every member of the congregation. Acts 8:4. “They” …  went everywhere.  Each member had a message to proclaim.  That message was salvation from sin in Christ alone.  Unfortunately, many church members today will talk about anything else but that.  We must stay focused on Christ.  Jn.14:6.
2. The Zeal followed travail.  Acts 8:4.  “Therefore…they went.”  They went - after Saul made havoc of them.  After Zion travailed, she brought forth children. Isa.66:8.  
3. The Zeal frequented Godly preaching.  Acts 8:4. “Went everywhere preaching the word.”  This was the central theme of Apostolic Evangelism.  They were not in the business of giving food, clothing and shelter to the down and out.  They were the down and out.  Their job was not to entertain but to evangelize sinners.  
4. The Zeal forsook the world for God.  Acts 8:4.  “They that were scattered.”  They forsook every thing this world can offer to follow Jesus.  Lk.14:33.  They suffered the loss of all things for Christ. Phil.3:7-8. 
III. THE APOSTOLIC STYLE.

1. The Style was life changing. Acts 8:4. “Scattered abroad.” Apostolic Evangelism turned things upside down.  Acts 17:6.  The real gospel makes all things new.  2Cor.5:17. Eph.4:21-24. 
2. The Style was lazar focused.  Acts 8:4.  “Preaching.”  The gospel saves, not social work or so-called “spiritual” entertainment. Rom.1:16, Rom.10:17, 1Cor.1:21. It pleased God by the foolishness of preaching to save them that believe.
3. The Style was limited to a biblical base.  Acts 8:4. “Preaching the WORD.”  They stayed with the old landmarks. Prov.22:28. They did not go to the government for help. Gen.14:22-23.  They did not go to some ecumenical religious movement (none existed).  They did not identify with the false religions and cults in the world. Acts 16:16-18.  They stayed with the FAITH that was once delivered unto the saints. Jude 3.
CONCLUSION:  God help us to stay with the Apostolic Program with Apostolic Zeal and Style.  God bless us as we go everywhere preaching the gospel.  God is Holy, Just and Good.  Man is totally depraved and spiritually dead in sin.  Christ alone is the only remedy for our lost condition. Jesus died, was buried and rose again the third day to save His people from their sins. Hear ye the word of the Lord.  Repent and believe the gospel.  God says, “Look unto me all ye ends of the earth and be ye saved.”   Christ said “Come unto ME… and I will give you rest.”  AMEN. 
