An Arm Chair Tour of Israel: #9.  Joppa.
2Chron.2:16.  Pray.

Last time we toured the Old City of Jerusalem.  This time, we want to move over to the Mediterranean Coast and see the famous Sea Port of Joppa.  Jaffa is the modern name.  God gave this region to the tribe of Dan.  Josh.19:40-46.  According to our text, Israel floated timbers by sea down from Lebanon to Joppa and then took them to Jerusalem where King Solomon built the Temple.  After the Babylonian Captivity, the same thing happened for the rebuilding of the Temple by the Jews, with permission from King Cyrus of Persia.  Ezra 3:7.  In the New Testament, Joppa was the hometown of a woman named Dorca.  She was also called Tabitha.  She died and raised to life again when Peter performed an Apostolic Miracle. Acts. 9:36-42.  There are two stories, one in the Old Testament and one in the New Testament, that make Joppa an important city when it comes to the grace of God given to Gentiles.  
First is the Old Testament Story in Jonah 1:1-3.

1. Nineveh was an ungodly Gentile city.  They were enemies to Israel.
2. Jonah did not want to preach to them and ran in the opposite direction.

3. God finally brought him to Nineveh in an amazing way.

4. Sure enough, many of the Ninevites repented and God spared the city. 

5. This is a beautiful foretaste of what would happens in the N.T.  

Second is the New Testament Story in Acts 10:5-8.  
1. Peter was in Joppa when God told a Gentile to send for him.
2. Peter was pondering the sheet vision, that happen 3 times.  

3. Peter struggled with the thought that he could eat that with was not Kosher.
4. Peter struggled with the idea that God would call Gentiles clean.

5. Peter was finally obedient and marvelous things happened to God’s glory. 

Conclusion:  Surely, the Children of Israel are a special people.  Israel is the chosen Nation of God.  We have the living word of God and the written word of God because of the grace of God upon Israel.  Matt.1:16, Lk.18:31, Titus 1:1-3.  However, when Israel rejected the Messiah, as a nation, the keys to the kingdom of heaven went from them to the church that Jesus built.  
