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8. Old Jerusalem
Josh.15:63. (Pray)

Any tour of Israel will always have places to see in the old city of Jerusalem. Modern
Jerusalem is much larger than Old Jerusalem. The Jebusites were some of the original
dwellers in Jerusalem. They had some endurance about them. There is so much to see
and say about Jerusalem because there is so much history here. When Joshua conquered
the land of Canaan after the wilderness wanderings of the Israelites, an Amorite King of
Jerusalem tried unsuccessfully to rally a confederacy with four other Amorite Kings.
God gave Israel the victory by causing the sun to stand still while they fought the battle.
Josh.10:1-27.

Most of the ancient walls of old Jerusalem are long gone. Over the centuries they were
destroyed and rebuilt by conquerors that came and went. The modern walls are not much
older than 500 years. Israel entered the Promised Land about 900 years before that. Old
Jerusalem is an area of about 200 acres within the 31,000 acres of modern Jerusalem.
From the day Israel won her independence in 1948 until 1967, Jerusalem was divided
among various factions. After the 1967 war, Israel gained access to much real estate
including the old City. Prior to that, it was a no-man’s-land where Jordanian snipers
would pick off passersby. Jerusalem is Israel’s largest city with a population of less than
amillion that is 62% Jewish, 35% Muslim, 2% Christian and 1% who say they are not
religious. About 6000 Jews now make their home in the oid city. Thousands of Christian
pilgrims visit old Jerusalem where the Church of the Holy Sepulcher is located. It was
constructed in about AD 325. Catholics say this is where Jesus died and rose again.

Other Christians believe Gordon’s Calvary and the Garden Tomb, discovered in the
1800’s is a more likely location for these things. There are also many historical sites of
interest to Muslims. Islam teaches that Jesus was a prophet. Mohamed started Islam in
about AD 622.

The Temple site is sacred to Jews, Muslims and Christians alike. This is also known as
Mt. Moriah 2Chron.3:1 where Abraham prepared to offer his son Isaac. Gen.22:1-2. It
is also thought to be where the Holy of Holies was located before the fall of Jerusalem to
the Babylonians in 587 BC. 1Kings 25:1-10. For Christians it is important because the
veil that kept this little room closed was ripped wide open the day Jesus died on Calvary.
Mk.15:37-41.

Conclusion: Jews and Christians have Bible verses that inspire their love for the Temple
site in old Jerusalem. Muslims rely upon the Koran which says that Mohamed ascended
into heaven alive from the Dome of the Rock on Mount Moriah at the Temple site. Only
the Bible is the inspired word of God and the greatest event in the Bible is the Gospel
Story of Christ opening the way of salvation to ALL who would come to Him by grace
through faith. Hear the word of the Lord today. Look to Christ in repentant faith and
believe unto the salvation of your eternal soul. AMEN.




