An Arm Chair Tour of Israel.  13.  
The Valley of Jezreel.
Judges 6:33.  Pray.  

There is a place in Israel called the plateau of Tel Megiddo.  You know what a plateau is but what is a Tel?  It is an archaeology term for a raised portion of real estate where there has been human activity in ancient times. You will usually find archeological digs at a Tel.  Standing on the Tel of Megiddo, we see the valley of Jezreel stretching out like a patchwork of farms and settlements. To the East are Mount Tabor, the hills of Gilboa and up North are the cliffs of Nazareth in the distance.  It does not look much like a battlefield today but it is.  Judges 5:19.  Many battles were decided at Megiddo, or the valley of Jezreel, which was located in portion of the promised land given to Manasseh on the west side of the Jordon river.  Judges 1:27.  In the New Testament, this place is called Armageddon.    We want to use this place as an ending to our Arm Chair Tour of Israel because as most people know, Armageddon is the scene of the final battle between the forces of the Anti-Christ and the Christ, Our Lord and Savior, Jesus, King of Kings and Lord of Lords.  What we call the “Church Age” will have ended seven years prior to this great climactic battle.  Matt.24:14. Armageddon will be at the end of the Tribulation period known as Jacob’s trouble and before the Messianic Millennial Kingdom.  We will look at it from those two viewpoints.  
AT THE END OF THE TRIBULATION.

1. After all the terrible things in the tribulation when vials of God’s wrath are poured out on a Christ rejecting world, the Anti-Christ gathers the armies of the nations under the age old pretense of “solving the Jewish problem.”  IE: Wipe them off the face of the earth.  1Jn.2:18-23.  2Thess.2:1-4.  Rev.13:1-8, 16-17.  14:9-11.  
2. The destruction of God’s people is only a symptom of the real reason for gathering the world to fight.  Antichrist’s main motive is to dethrone Christ and our God but he shall utterly fail.  Rev.19:19-21.  Zech.12:8-11.  
AT THE BEGINNING OF THE MILLENIUM.  

1. At the end of the seven year tribulation period, Christ will judge the Gentile  nations of the world as to their relationship to His People Israel.  The Goat nations will be destroyed and cast into hell.  The Sheep nations will enter into the millennial kingdom with Christ and His people for 1000 years.  Matt. 25:31-46.  Rev.20:1-10.  Note:  The Beast & False Prophet are cast into the pit at the beginning of the 1000 years and are STILL there at the end of them.
2. Satan is the Dragon and deceiver of all the unsaved.  He will always hate God and God’s people.  Even after 1000 years, when loosed, he will deceive many of the unsaved offspring of the mortal Sheep nations that entered the kingdom and incite them (Gog & Magog) against our Holy God.   After this, is the Great White Throne Judgment where all the unsaved are allotted their rewards with the Devil and his angels.  Rev.20:11-15.  
CONCLUSION:  In these perilous last days, it is easy to become discouraged at what appears to be evil gaining the upper hand everywhere but God is not finished.  The Valley of Jezreel (Armageddon) should be a reminder to us that the victories of this wicked old world shall be short lived but Christ is our victory and Christ is forever.  1Cor.15:57.  AMEN. 
