An Arm Chair Tour of Israel. #10. Masada.
Psalm 18:1-3.  Pray.

As we take our passports and continue on our Arm Chair Tour of Israel, we want to consider a very popular tourist attraction called Masada.  Our text was written by David when he was in flight from King Saul in the Judean wilderness.  The word Masada comes from the Hebrew word matsood (Strongs # 4686. Feminine form metsooda) that means fortress, or stronghold.  It appears in verse two of our text.  It is easy to believe that David might have looked at Masada and used it as a metaphor for God’s strength, salvation and safety.  Masada stands like a 1500 feet high tower in the wilderness.  The giant flat top rock gives the appearance of an aircraft carrier moored at the western side of the Dead Sea.  The area on top is about 1950 feet long and 650 feet wide.  
The Jewish Historian Falvius Josephus wrote of the sad story of 960 Jewish men, women and children who in about A.D. 73 committed mass suicide here rather than surrender to the Romans who destroyed Jerusalem in A.D. 70.  Today, Masada is a symbol of Jewish heroism.  The words “Masada, never again” have become the motto for Jewish determination to fight for their lives and freedom in their own land.  
Herod the Great built a palace, storehouse, an armory and barracks on Masada about 31 B.C.  He was an Arab born Idumean who embraced Judaism and was appointed King of the Jews by his Roman benefactors.  His architecture in the buildings on Masada reflects his loyalty to the Roman Empire.  Archaeologists uncovered a cache of 2000-year-old Palm seeds on Masada in 1973 and were able to grow a tree from them.  Jesus often used seeds in His parables to picture the Kingdom of God.  Many reject the doctrine of a literal Jewish Kingdom with The Messiah ruling from the throne of David for a thousand years on this earth but the mystery of the kingdom goes beyond human understanding.  God is the one who fulfills His promises whether men accept them or not.  The miraculous seed growth from Masada is an encouragement for us to keep on preaching the word of God.  2Tim.4:1-5.  2:8-9, Rom.10:17, 1:16, Acts 19:20, 12:24, Num.11:23, Isa.55:10-11.

Parables where Jesus used seeds for the word of God in His Kingdom.

1. Mark 4:26-27.  We need not understand how it works we need only trust Him.

2. Mark 4:28-33.  A mighty tree can grow from the smallest seed.  

3. Lk.8:4-15.  We are to sow the seed liberally and let God bring forth the fruit.
Psalms where David used Masada to describe his Savior.

1. Ps.18:2, 31:3, 71:3, 91:2, and 144:1-2.  

Conclusion:  Yes, our Lord and our Savior, Jesus Christ is our Rock and our Masada.  He shall prevail.  The seed that is preserved in our Masada shall spring forth in a blaze of millennial power and great glory in due time.  He hath said, ‘Look unto me, and be ye saved, all the ends of the earth: for I am God, and there is none else.”  Isa.45:22.  AMEN. 
